Race and Democratic Aspirations in America

Dme Lyt aftemoenm in Devember 195 in Montpomery, Alsbamas, b Rioss
Parics ket wawk ai fhe Fair Th-wrlm-nl"'lnrf.ﬂ:'l'mrrll-d a burs, Fnongd & sealk,
snd aied in for e ride Pueme, The bus was soon (el whiles @y the front,
hlacks In the Back, i acoosdance with the segregation codes then in effect in
!-l.rl'r!Erlrruq-:.l_ aa in srh o e Seanh. Wiken @ bus siopped o |:I'h:|li. ug an
addfheml wiidie PR e Lriwr, | P Pk, pedd e dosur ek sitling
in e formardmost rom o get ap and corew Bo e near. Mirs. Pariks was among
thsemn, and while P others gatherad their brlangiegs and moad o the back o
thwr bracs, % FeTaireA, S1ving <he was not b the while section and didm’ think
s ougghet %0 move. Blase thieatened Parks with arrest: Parks replied. softiy b
Frmdy, that he sk do wihat he bad w du; she was not moving. M. Parks
il % e, aend abwe was off ok AreEted. Maw armess gred IndErcenslim are
famous, for they st m metion the Moagoaesy bus Doyootl, 4 hrmisg, paeint in
thee bk srunzgrie for civil rights i the Prevedtieth ointury. Risa Moo bod Sound
ot Just a srar, bmt a place in Americ history ©

Forry pears passd, and Mrs. Farks was Badk in the nese e This Bimss e sLory
wiks crdindny, all-oo famillar but because of who Rosa Parks wins and whar
b Bend owns, B ddvaw nuationad seterriion and aide oomunent. T e Bl of 195948
hlra. Parks woa Bving gastly on modest means in Desnodd. A yosing, black man
Froen the nesghbodhond, nediegt of dcohod, broke o her haoime, best ber antil
e gove wp what monay e hed, and Ned. "1 had sever boen hitin that manner
i o L, s, Pawkos sl Later, T il eceearmibig and ey ing o ask him st (o
Pl a2 . - . W S1H hawe 3 bomg, way o g, and 50 many of eur chikd fen are going
watray.” Qisstsoosed afier his quick armed, Mes Parksh assailand saicl Be Bl
rarver heand of Rissa Parks, had no idea of the mie she bad plived i the poevi-
mx grenerbon g fos ol eighi==

Buirs. Parks's ban stories, sl the age of hishory thad conmecis Them, are pn-
:mﬂ_l,rlp,rr.:'.;-n:i,'mll}m bergins. b 1955 e SrriTy Wak EieTlng & porhsd of
emirrinous il change, marknd tn the warly slagses by high hogsrs and moral
certmintas. Carse the Jull Rowering of thar nohke andd |'||-11|Il|."\-|+rutq:|,|-||l fior civil
rughvty; histonc Suprisee Court decsions Snding segregation unmonshiutional;
ard landmark fedemal bgrislaion declanng decairimation o orfme, Bas come
alse Georege Walkwor and fos stussengly sessielul and racially s tionasry
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third-parly rmovement: Bw ecascinations of Modie Evens, Makealbm X, and
MLirtn |_||I#|.|;||_']!_-|E_::l11|:| 1 cibiaes :i.ll..l]:lhﬁ-lrrl'liﬂq,:lrl:r_tl coasiroeshic cloks,
Ermding poserty. and scplisdnns of orime . The moral cortainkies ane g cot
thw begh baspas hiwe grven way o cprilosies and, et ufncuesty, drpaar

Whieer are s i, foar dividis sthr Boss Marke's quoet defance?® n 17995
slavery is a dim and fadag mesoryT sogregation backed by the foroe of law
et led; disorEmination on accound of rece or codor ilegel Companed with
the punil, Asvarican society bas coma a g way, surchr. Race relstoons sl be
palgee rust anly agames the nightmare of slovery ard [ Crow Fensever, but
alka -'IP"I'H' reasonabile conslriclsoed of wiet American chamocrecy could and
should be And with demacratic aspiration in mind, we are incined o EEree
with Fesa Parioc ‘W shilll have a long way o go ™

Cionmider segregalion as one besk The Jins Ceir stabutes ane pone, bul seg-
regabeem by race b, American diites ang foe more sesrerabed by e
#hass they werr ai the tam of the contury# In the public schools of the nation’s
farge citics today, scpregation prevails asd eay even be imcreeeing, ® Racial sep-
regabon creates and amplifies coonomic megualities, end it makes demnocrati
projecis more diflicull ko carry cut* Germine demecracy, sccording bo a promi-
aesl straned of cuntempurzsy Amerionn politiconl heory, reyuires seal deliber:-
b it pAnay ogether (o discuss pablic Bswes in theis ncighbochomds, al
city rasancil moehrgs, or insome olher cosnpesabrbe forum ™ Bt boc pase A mer -
oo socly B deeply segnguted by nace, sach demormalic meenblies seldom
oo pacail bies, Citizens whe do not e in the same nesghborhcods cormen
e ly comw kywther, mof bo menition That the moee citizsens are deawr apar, B
frwery shored conoeme they heve o discuss

Like segregstion. discrimination has rol dissprpeared slitber. Sinoe the 1962
Civill Rights Act. discrimination by race has bheen Megal, arad siupedy it is pis
ther o lagrant nor as pervasive loday & i ence waees Put 3 sonlicoes. Blacks
still face disonminstion on the g, Macks leoiing to pusdhuss homes ane <l
sheepnd pway [Poim white neighbosbaas®s. Macks atll enadiine wscid wpiihari on,
L rtrenty, haresssnent by police oflicers a3 they mabe thide way resgh public
apaces, fudeness and ecoesive survelllance while ey shop. coalness from
their leechers and buoses aml mcist joles foom Pheic cosworkerc Wieneas
whibs trnad w0 belicve that discrimipalion is a proliem of fw Daer, Macks S i
an prrvisive insocedy and a demorallzing preseece in s own s

What aboul panticipation i the palivieal ke of the sotion, pevhaps the mos
furslerseniml of demecrarie ieqidsessrts? Progress: heer has born a loog il
cerning. The Filteemdh & mend mirs o she Ulnidied Shales Conetilutem, racthed m
DAL wees desbgnend w0 enccare than formaer black daves, Fresd by ghe Thirtoenth
Amerudmeri and made Citiders by ihe Fouriesith, wonld not be donied e
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right 50 veske “om acuiest of e, oo, o previoos comdibon of servinade "
And for the braef moment of Ercossdruction, i@ was true'® In fhe South 2= a
wiole, s mieny 48 twodthirds o the chpble blacks verid in matioral and soaie
clections, amd s of bl wiste olected o sshehousas ane! te Comgriss.
As Recongtruction came fo mn end, boisevis, Blacks quickly disappeaned from
politiczl hie. Avess the South, white-fomenassd bypiskitures implisceniod an
asgortrmeent of mprrious comirrvandiss b0 bamish b lacks from polities, sredag e
Fifteesth Amendmenit’s bokd proree. Thissr lecledod Uteracy regirements,
Cropery brsty, geassdfalver clagses, the poll =x, the undetilanding dause, and,
laker. the whibe pramary- o8 inoll, a8 ¥ O Key Jr once put i, = the mast impees-
sive syatems of obstades betveven the vober and the ballol box knowm bo the
chanpcratic woeld.” 7 As labe a3 1980, onby about T of southemn blacks wone
rezisbered bo wobe Dogualibed [rom pohitics, the root wera, a0 Judsth Shdar
would say, “dishonored”” and “scorenod by ther fellow ofizens. ™

The: cbsiaclkes are gove now, of couns, mmepl Meay by handreds of ool
strupeles, by Suprena: Courl decusiona, by the Vosing, Bighis Ack of 195, and
by the threst of fedoenl crduecesent As & consequence, black particppaton in
wledBons Lowers over what it was a pomeration 820, and the number ot black
cleerel afficials has risen drmmaticaly. This s progros b be suse, bul blacks
still wirle Trse Gaithfully than whites do. and they lag further behind on foems
of demperatic participation thal go beyond vobine ' SMaonsover, dimpite recmt
garins, blick il zens rermain setosargially inleize presented: all bogether, fower
thas 7% of elerted officials in the United Stabe are black ' This conaition vio-
lates e demmcnriatae tesndand Lhak the ﬂml:ibi..‘rml‘-ll.:d asseriblies sbwoul d
ressembile the populition s a shole, and it is Ukely to worsen in the Fatuer, nut
i prove. ™ Recerd ncreases in black mopreseristaon have been due in large mea-
e 1 1B creathon of Dworshle districts threugh respposbionmenl o couwrd
ueuer, mince il erema s waday et Quile inypossible, but very dithosk, b blad
cardidates o sucoeed oubsate blach mapedty detncs ™ And such districts ary
currently ussder challesge im e conrts, sbtec bl as e lvesne and decriminatory.
it &l &l what i 1565 Vatieg, Righls Ac was meant & da

Demarrscy dso depemls on maberial condtlons that o bevond mation o
formal Tights, Vast differeruss in wialth of S distor Lhe degree i which
all cilizens have an ogual sy in politics, Viewed o ghis pergeative, e
b reeewd i e Upised Sraies & raised, O e one Fand, over e Last oy
vears of 50, black Americass Fis made dgnilicanl nrosds into the middle
class, sbsaring in the conomes prosgerily mnd ediscarionel spgestunitie thal
coane & mast of Aswrlcan sochety lolbkmeing Workd War 11 On thee otheer, im-
posirg racial d ererces in sraplovment. income, and wealth remesn Hacks ane
e ek Likely ac wivitee fo e e ployeal ey ate sisbeanmially (werrepre-
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genbed amnome “dscrurmpsl werkers,”™ those whi Bave aven op loking for
wick and 0 do not appear in oficial pnemployment Bpunes ancd when thi
are eenplyyed, dwy cam less Theso differonces are lasge, bug ghey are dwarfed
b:.rrﬂl_.dj,h'l;n:l;-lin wialtle sccaning &y g mosk recen! liguees, tha aveage
whiste beesehold comamapds moon them fer deer B Fromaial aaseds of Eha
average black household. Furthermane, the growth of the black maddie cluss
nocda 8o be pleced nginat the collageer of Bhe cuee of many arge Aanemscan
cities, where moed poor blacks Bve. There. cpidomiosof idienem, sher, vielmer,
ruggs, arad wellare dependonos have transdormed many inner-city comumsmi-
e iy deodly prighborhemods ™

Perdhaps the mosl comypliceted appect of re eelahiors m Areriea ey
omwenns allilude. Beviewing the resailts of dozens of public opanion sarveys
asproad sorees several dicades, Smath arml gtﬂ.l-h'p conckide q.d.lt-mr.m:lﬂr
we b, M"ﬁm}j\gmﬂuﬁk—nnﬁq]h‘nimﬁmdmujﬁmﬂﬂ s
swepd America over the last kwity years., Whises kave sradily adardoned
Bacdiats in the deisability of segsegation amd he nolion that Hacks are and
shonld be second<class cfimma™ ™ Mot s g agn wihile Americans el ed
racial segregation snd sapported racisl dissEminstion o maten of princigle
enw, mapodilies say Thall blacks apd whibes: showld attend sohond Soecther, that
blarks shembd bave an egual dhanos o compele K pobs, thal they have a right
to live whasmnares Ehey wislhy

T democratic polilics i W weroed, citfierme mest dieve that everyone
should have a chance o particioate; hey owsl valwe each ot conumerts
ard coniributions: they mesi bresl each otker with respect. From: this perspec-
Rivr, M Ararsalic iBcTomsss in while Americans” sugport fur reciel by egalilorian
principles are deaily weloomss they indicae a grealer wllingness on the pert
o whiles bo tread blacks democratically. st lessi in principle,

Bur what Americans think about racial oysalily as & mabther of prisciple
sl B JdigtEaguiished Trom welsal they think abou? e ffoes o apply macial egealk
ity For poditeal analysis, the differenee B crocial, Douglas Rae ancd his oo
leagues pant this padiod well:

Chur fascimation with sgualty liss . . wilh Lhe sepealed moonent
ol Rrammitionn from ey o practae. The im poartanee of ihis mo-
ereent b obeviboas, ginee it forces an abstrecton's storile formn o oo
vemnnusbute e [y b mabe e of Ll o wiiversiies live
up -t the doctrine of equatity i the poing 3t which we dsaorer

eralitarkinism as g living conoption.

A 1 happens, white Americans expross comnsiderably more crthusiaem for the
preanniple of cacul mpeabity than Sy e G polioss that se desggasd] o bag,
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the prnciple to like—ioe “sgabilasiandm a5 3 Uving conceprion ™ Sy she L
19, for examnple, maet wrin s amichired e s thut bk and while chilidren
ahould stlend schood tagether, but onky one ik four saad that the Sederal gevrem-
it should sov i it that thes achually happens, and sarcdy angone tvored
U‘l#pt:ﬁ:md_‘rufm T “rmasstive amed wede-rangpng lilserabees oo of
racial sllibudes.” while real encaagh, applies anly te prmciples. not fo poliraes.
White opimion m prermee ook o desegeepale schools o federml pro.
Frams o assieq blwdes showrs nothing, bl the dramatic incrneasar in supget we
sev b ogalitagian principdes. Moet opinion mensds on pobices ame flat; weew
Ppﬁci:hpmnminupjiyﬂﬂuhlmpdpiumﬂmmhm
d decsde or hwo o @

Arad 1 is public apinion on poficy that we aim i il=mingr bere. Chr par
posc is 0 undrrtaks en explosaiion of tee ferraim of currenk Aamerican maal
palitics by exawining public opingn wrward policics on race. [= Light of our
iuwrbulent past, and on the eveof 8 now oetury, what de Axericess lask sl
et o8 fa eeT Wl ase Bels wiews on affirmalivee schor, schood dise gregation,
Jederal aid ba citas, and wadlone sefuene? Owr flesl objective s o desanbe the
contours of public opiri acvme a range of lssues that captures the divere
jrlitial meniledstions of radial conflict today.

W=l thi s for whsite and black Amencans. By payisg aftention o ko sides
af the color line, we depart frors what has become a slandand amd amwe come
pracice in research on pablic opinion. Sometimes studies sioply ignore e,
i e kfes thist the pollitical differences botwers blacks and whites are diber
ey Egisle or wanieresling. Or blocks sre set seacle entirely. on thy i that
(hewe arw differmos, buk anmes that would confese analysis of the pablic = o
whiile Both procedures deprive us of ary ussderslanding of the ways that blads
Arvericans think sbout matters of moe; they alse prvent us from hearing Lhe
dialogue thae fakes plice between while and black Americams ower $heir roen
o Tufupe—hawieves imtrrm el and heling ssch & conversetion might he.
Char invest igation inaists that thene are two aides > the color line. both white
arsd Black vidoes ane repeeended here

Ve hopwe o oifer an accuraie and detathed description of puldic opineen, bat
anr rmain puposs B o explain the views sbite amd black Amescars bold on
e of race. Whey do Ammerlcans Telicer what thay do bl o bl Seeg-
pegalien o alfiemative acrion or Food Stamps™ Perhaps public opinin on mat-
b off racw reflec s e famillar politics of selfApterest Lhen opinions would
depemd o v thisr € policy appeansd 13 pose 30 oM BARGIEE RS
an scoroiis henedil. O perhaps public opsnion <6 such matbers as Allifmative
sctom and Food Stamps s explimed by group animosdties and sodidarities:
whites appoea s podices becauss they focd resenimsent towand blacks, while



