First analytical essay

GH101/21, Fall 2009, Bradley Dilger

Summary: using our readings as a point of departure, develop an arpument about zocial networks which
calls upon relevant research. Write and rewrite to ensure a polished, substantive final essav.

As Kenneth Burke and other scholars have suggested, the best writing emulates good conversation by
offering a mix of mformation and persuasion, while acknowledging the miewpoints of others, inviting
them to join in the dizcuzsion. Follow thiz model by woting an essay whaich engages 13s5ues about zocial
networks raised by the course readingz. We wall dizcuss possible topics i clazs. Some which have already
emerged from our readings mnclude:
« 'The effect of specific technological changes (the nize of texting, the decline of land-line use) on
social network service use;
« Demographic changes on social network services;
« Relationships between social networks and overall happiness and well-being,
Your eszay will be a scholarly arpument: a position paper that mixes delivery of information with
persuasion about particular 133ues, supported by acknowledgment of relevant research. For more
information about this form, read Chapter 9 from the Norton Faedd Guade o Wrammg (NFGW), part of our
course pack, and review relevant cross-references in NFGIF, on reserve at Malpass Library.
As vou write this essay, target the following wrting skill: and concepts:
- Select an interesting topic. Pick a specific, focused issue which makes falling back on clichés and
unzupported generalizations less hikely.
- Use research to develop your argument. Read broadly about vour topic. Select sources which
help you refine your arpument, then find more which provide support and evidence.

- Integrate others’ content in your writing. Use paraphrase, summary, and direct quotation to
addrezs others’ wrting in vour own. Properly use attributrre tags, citations, and other elements of
scholarly documentation.

«  Organize your writing. Develop a clear, appropnate structure which helps guide the reader If
helpful, use s:gnposting or forecasting elements.

« Read and write reviews. Learn the =tren_gﬂ15 and weaknezzes of vour £33aT from others. Learn to
evaluate samilar €33aV3 which appmadl the same ':'i.'ﬂ'r_mg tazks. Applr sugge stionz from a review to

TOUL e33aT.
= Write clearly. Write clear proze whach is easily understood. Usze standard English.

« Adopt a scholarly style. Follow a popular scholardy style, such as APA, Chicago, or MLA. Make
vour essay look professional and conventional

Requirements

We'll tarpet these in class via reading, with examples, and other means.

« Complete all required malestones (see below).

« Examples for some nulestones are onkne (the prospectus, in particular).

» The draft and final essay must be formatted vsing a relevant documentation style. Refer to the
appropriate chapters of Diana Hacker's Pocker Siypk Mansal or the relevant style manual itself for
details (e.g. The Chicago Manzal of Style 15/¢€).

«  Document all sources az needed.



« For your final essay:
« Show mprovement and substantive change from the draft.
« Ensure that every sentence and paragraph 13 well-formed—work through vour essay
carefully to make it as well-wntten as possible.

Milestones & calendar

All mileztones must be turned in.

Milestone Brief description Points | Due

A wrtten plan for vour essay. Wrte a descoption of vour topsc, your
argument, and the readings which supgested it to you. Cut-and-paste
this text into an email to me (do wor sewd an artacksrenz). 1 will respond
with sugesticms and s.tzrling_Pﬂi.ﬂts for rezearch.

fea
(Y]

Prospectus Sep 18

Write a draft which fits the requirements of the position penre as
defined by the NFGIF. While vour draft need not be complete,
expenence shows that the better the draft, the better the final

Draft Include an annotated bih]iu:r_graph}'. See the course web zite for an 5 SE:P 28
-EEELI'ﬂP-lE:.

Cu:rmplete a self-evaluation which uzes the form on the course web zite.
Two reviewers will uze thiz review to write 2 quin::L: peer evaluation.

Rewvize your draft, addressing the 13sues rassed by reviewers, and

imprm‘ing every aspect pos z1ble.
Final : _ _ _ _ 125 Oet 16
As _gcu:-d as you have time to make it. Submat your final eszarin a

folder. Include all previous mulestones, reviews, and self-evaluations.




