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Efferent Division:
Autonomic and Somatic
Motor Control
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About This Chapter

* The autonomic division
* The somatic motor division

= 20132 Pearson Educaton, Inc.



Efferent Division of the Peripheral Nervous
System

 Somatic motor neurons
— Control skeletal muscles
— Mostly voluntary

 Autonomic neurons

— Control smooth and cardiac muscle, many glands,
lymphoid and some adipose tissues

— Mostly involuntary
— Sympathetic branch is fight-or-tlight
— Parasympathetic branch is rest-and-digest

— Works with endocrine and behavioral state systems to
maintain homeostasis
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