Cycling Carbon




Charles Keeling: Monitoring the Atmosphere
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Atmospheric
levels of CO,

show a steady
increase over

the last 50 years.
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The Carbon Cycle

* The processes that shuttle carbon among rocks, solls,
oceans, air and organisms

* CO, added to the atmosphere by:

— Volcanoes, mid-ocean ridges

— Biological inputs (ie respiration)

— Human activities (ie deforestation, burning fossil fuels)
* CO,removed from the atmosphere by:

— Geological removal (ie chemical weathering of rocks)
— Biological (ie photosynthesis)




