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Conjugate Acids and Bases

The conjugate of an acid (often an

anion) can act as a base.

— The stronger the acid, the weaker

IS its conjugate base.

The conjugate of a base (often a
cation) can act as an acid.

— The stronger the base, the
weaker is its conjugate acid.

The K, and K, of a conjugate
acid/base pair are related.

Ka ; Kb =Kw
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Conjugates Continued

* Conjugates of Acids
— The conjugate of a strong acid is neutral.

— The conjugate of a weak acid is a weak base

* Conjugates of Bases
— The conjugate or counter ion of a strong base is neutral

— The conjugate of a weak base is a weak acid
— Small highly charged cations are weak acids
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