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In this semmar, we will examine the appheation of economc theorv to economuc condifions n
sub-Saharan Afnica. Emphazis will be placed on analyzine cunrent econonuc 155ues and policiss m
therr historical contexxt The course 15 orgamzed around a senes of broad questions which wall be explored
with reference to particular societies. We will examine the histonical roots of the current structure of
Afncan economues, the econome reform process (with parhicular attention to Ghana), asncoltural and
mdustnal development, patterms of poverty and meome distnbution, health and education and intermational
economic relations. Each student wall write a term paper desenbine and assessing an aspect of one
country’'s national development strategy.

Prerequusites: Economucs 130, or the permmszsion of the mstructor.
Course Requarements:

Each student wall be expectad to be preparad fo dizcuss the required readines assizned each week and to
write a parr of short senmunar papers which wall sarve as the basis for dizcussion. These are not research
paperz; they should synthesize and erthically evaluate the azs1gned readmez. The dizcu=sion papers will ba
asziened the first wesk of the seminar. The discussion papers must be posted on the class web site by 3:00
PM on the Saturday preceding the class at which 1t wall be discussed. All students must read the discussion

papers before class.

In addihon, each student will write a research paper on one aspect of a single country’s development
policy. The paper should descnibe the purpose and histonical onigin of the policy, and assess 1ts 1mpact
both 1 terms of 1ts purported goal and more generally. The research paper 1= due on the final day of the
reading period.

Evaluanon:

Grades wall be based on the seminar papers (1/3), class parhecipation {1/3) and research paper (1/3).
Bocks:

Arvestey, Emest, Jane Harngan, and Machke Nisanke, eds. (2000, Economic Reforms m Ghana,
Trenton, MJ: Afnca World Press.

Torld Banlk (2001}, Can Africa Claim the 21st Cantury? Washingten, DC: The Werld Bank.



Weekly Schedule:

113: Introduction to African Economies,

Oreeriiew of course and of Afnican econonues

Dhzcussion: why do vou think Afncans have low meoomes?
1 /27: Hiztorical Patternz of Growth in Africa
Headings:

*Colher, P_and JW. Gunning (1999 “Explaimng Afncan Economic Parformance™ Joumal of Economic
Literature, Vol 37, No.1, Sechons 1 & 21, pp. 64-111.

*Fieldhouze, D K. (1936), Black Afnca 1945-80): Economic Decolomizahon and Arrested Development

(London, Allen & Unwin), Part I- The End of the Colonial Period

*('Tocole, T. {1996), “The Historical Context™ m A. A Gordon and D. L. Gordon, eds., Understanding
Contemporary Afnca, 2nd edihon (Boulder: Lymne Fienmer).

Torld Banke (20007, “Can Africa Claim the 215t Century?” Chapter 1, pp. 1-47 in the book of that title.

Alkvuz, Y. and C. Gore (2001), “Afncan Economic Development i Comparatrre Perspectrve,” Cambndge
Joumal of Economucs, Vol. 23, pp.265-288.

Discuszion papers:
Charactenize the most important faatures of post-mdependence economic performance 1 Afnica.

Howe has Afnica’s historical role i the global economy mfluenced the structures of 1ts domestic

economes’
2/3: Theoriez of Social Organization

*Watts, M. (1983), Silent Violence: Food, Famine and Peasanfry m MNorthem Nigena (Berkesley-
Unrveraity of California Press), pp. 104-109, 119-135.

#*Diasgupta, Partha (1993}, An Inguiry into Well-Being and Destitution, New York: Oxford, Chapter 5.

*Fafchamps, M. 1992, "Sohdanty Networks m Fural Africa: Rahonal Peasants wath a Moral Economy,"”
Econonnie Development and Cualtural Chanse.

Discusszion papers:

Choose an economic instrtubon mn rural Africa and provade an mterpratation of s role 25 2 mechamsm for
deahng with the consequences of nsk. Evaluate the mmportance and relevance of this mterpratation.

How important 13 the concept of the “moral economy’ for understanding rural social ocrgamzation m
Africa?



210; Statez, Marketz and Economic Reform

*Nkandawre, T. (2001) “Thinkane about developmental states m Afnca ™ Cambndze Joumal of
Economucs, Vel 23, pp. 289-313.

*Braverman, A. and K. Kanbur (1987), “Urban Bias and the Pohitical Economy of Agncultural Eeform ™
‘orld Development 13(9): 117%-1187.

*Wdalu, B. and S. A. O'Connell (199%), “Governance and Growth in Sub-Saharan Afnica.™ Journal of
Econonuc Perspactrves 13(3), Summer: 41-66.

*Dhikstra, AG. and J K. van Donge (2001), “What does the “Show Case™ show? Exvidence of and Lessons
from Adjostment m Usanda,” World Development, Vel. 29, Mo. 3, pp. 341-63.

Bates, B H (1981), Markets and States m Tropical Afnica; The Political Basis of Asncultural Policies,
Berkaley, Umveraity of California Press.

Jorld Bank (2000), “Improvmmg Governance, Manasmg Conflict, and REebmlding States,™ - The Werld
Bank Can Africa Claim the 215t Century”, Washington, DC: The World Bank- 43-82.

Moorbakhsh F. and A Palom (2001), “Structural Adjustment and Growth m sub-5aharan Afnca The
Importance of Complyme wath Conditionahty,” Econonuc Development and Cultural Chanese, Vol 49, No.
3, pp- 479-309,

Salmn, D P. Dorosh, and 5. Younger (1998), “Exchanee Fate, Fizcal and Asncultural Policies i Afnea:
Does Adjustment Hurt the Poor?,” World Development 24(4), Apnl

Todaro, M P, Economic Development. Chapter 14.

Ehan M5, (1987} “Nacroeconomie Adjustment 1 Developms Countries: A Policy Perspecirye,” World
Bank Fazearch Obsarver.

Collier, P. and C. Patllo (2000, “Tnvestment and Rizk m Afnea ™ m P. Collier and C. Patillo, eds.,
Investment and Fisk i Afnca London: Macmuillan Press, Inc.: 3-30.

Discuszion Papers:

Howr dud state mterventions in asncultoral markets discourage agncultural srowth?
Dezcnibe and azsess the economuc rationale for structural adjustment reforms.

217: Ghana’z Reform Process

Readings

*Arveatey, E. Hamigan J. and M Nissanke (20007, Econome Beforms 1n Ghana. The Miracle and the
Mhiraze. James Currey, Oxford. In particular Chapters 1, 3 and 18.

*Hutchful E (2002), Ghana's Adstment Expenence. The Paradox of Eeform UNEISD, Tames Cuorrey:
Oncford, Chapters 1, 2 and 3.




