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1 Organization
Instructors:
Randal E. Bryant David B O"Hallaron
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Course Assistants:
Cmdy Chemsak NSH 4303, x8-7884, cindyeflics cmu edu
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Donme Kim
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Amut Manjhu
Michasl Brotzman
Aszhwin Bharambe



4. There is more to performaice than asympiotic complexity. Constant factors alzso matter There are
zystematic ways to evaluate and improve program performance

5. Computers do more than execuie instructions. They alzo need to pet data i and out and they interact
with other systems over networks.

By the end of the course you will understand thesze “realiies” m some detal. As a result, vou will be

prepared to tzke any of the upper level systems clazses at Camepie Mellon (both C5 and ECE). Even more
mportant, you will have leamed zlalls and inowledge that will help vou throughowut your career.

3 Textbook
The primary textbook for the course 13

Randal E. Bryvant and Diand B O°'Hallaron, Computer Systems: A Programmer’s Perspeciive,
Prenfice Hall, 2003.

In addition, we require vou to have the following reference book on the C programmmg lanpuage:

EBnan W. Kermighan and Denmsz M Richie, The C Programming Language, Second Edition,
Prentice Hall, 1988.

This the claszic X & R book the standard agamnst which all reference manuals are compared. It 13 an essential
part of every computer scienfizt’s hbrary.

4 Course Organization

Your participation m the course will urolve five forms of activity:

1. Attending the lectures.

. Prepanmg for and participating n the recitations.
5. Laboratory assignments.

. Reading the text.

. Exams
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Aftendance will not be taken at the lectures or recitation sechions. You will be considered respensible for all
material presented at the lectures and recitations.

Lectures will cover higher-level concepts. Fecitations will be more applied, covermg important “how-to’s™,
especially in using tools that will help vou do the labs. In addihon, the recitafions will help clanfy lecture
topics and describe exam coverage.
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