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A letter from
FRIENDS OF THE COMMONMNS

Dear Fellow Cwner,

Despite the fall of the stock market and the rise in unemployment, you
and your family are richer than you think. Hera's why:

All Armericans are jont owners of 3 trove of hidden assets. These assets —
natural gifts like air and water, and social creations like science and the
Internet — constitute our shared inhertance. They're vital to ouwr lives
and make our economy run. Though it's impossible o put 3 precise
value on them, it's safe to say they're worth frillions of dollars.

The trouble is, our shared inhentance is being grossly mismanaged.
Maintenance is terrible, theft is rampant and rents often aren’t being
collected. To put it bluntly, our common wealth — and our children’s —
is being squanderad. We are all poorer as a result.

Mhat should be done? The first step s to do what any responsible
owner would do: conduct an audit. To this end, Friends of the
Commaons, on behalf of American commons owners, formed an audit
committee to identify problems and make recomrmendations. What
follows is the committee’s report.

The report has three parts. Part | describes our common wealth and
sets forth basic principles for managing it. Part |l examines the state of
six important commons. And Part |l makes recommendations for the
future. A fuller interactive wersion of the report is available at
www.friendsaftheecommens.arg.

If you'd like to become a Friend of the Commons, we welcome your
support. Donations are tax-deductible and will help protect our

common wealth for generations to come.

Sincerely,

Hamet Bardow, chair

Friends of the Commons is a project of the Tides Foundation. \We raise and
distribute money to non-profit groups working to protect our common wealth.
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licely fto gef into a fight. But if you steal billons from
the commaons, co-owned by him and his descendants,
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