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Jane Jacobs’'s The Death and
Life of Great American Cities

was one of the first books to
criticize the dominant planning

paradigm of the latter half of
the twentieth century, which
primarily consisted of large-
scale redevelopment and
highway construction

She argued that these forms of
development were the primary
culprits in the loss of a vital
urban life that many cities had
experienced




Jacobs noted that If planners wanted to
maintain a vital urban life, they should pursue
gradual, small-scale, wvoluntary civil efforts

instead of large-scale, capital-supported
redevelopment projects

ahe insisted that to restore, maintain, or
promote a vital urban life in large cities, the
physical environment should be characterized
by diversity at both the district and street
levels

Diversity in this sense required four essential
conditions:

1) mixed land uses,

Z2) small blocks,

3) buildings from many different eras, and

4) sufficient building densities




