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OED / AHD: cause, n.

OED 1. That which produces an effect; that which gives rise to
any action, phenomenon, or condition. Cause and effect are

correlative terms.
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AHD 1. The producer of an effect, result, or consequence. The
one, such as a person, an event, or a condition, that is
responsible for an action or a result.




C causes E?

C causes E =

C produces E =

C brings forth E

Cyields E

OED: cause, n.

b. as philosohically defined

1656 tr. Hobbes' Elem. Philos. 1. 1x. (1830) 121 A cause simply, or an entire
cause, is the aggregate of all the accidents both of the agents how many soever
thev be, and of the patient, put together; which when they are all supposed to be
present, it cannot be understood but that the effect 1 produced at the same instant.
c1790 EED Wis. 1. 76/1 We have no ground to ascribe efficiency to natural
causes, of even necessary connection with the effect. But we still call them caunses,
including nothing under the name but priority and constant conjunction. hid.

77/1 In the strict philosophical sense, I take a cause to be that which has the
relation to the effect which I have to miyv voluntary and deliberate actions. 1846
ML Logic (1836) 11 v. §5 We may define+the cause of a phenomenon, to be the
antecedent or the concurrence of antecedents, on which 1t 18 mnvanably and
unconditionally consequent. 1870 JTEvoNs Elem. Logic xxviii. 239 By the Cause
of an event we mean the circumstances which must have preceded in order that
the event should happen.
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it cannot be understood but that the effect 1s produced at the same instant.
c1790 RED Wis. I. 76/1 We have no ground to ascribe efficiency to natural
causes, or even necessary connection with the effect. But we still call them causes,
including nothing under the name but priority and constant conjunction. fbid
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Thus C causes E if ...

1. C precedes E in time
and

2. C s necessary for E (without C, no E)
and

3. Cis sufficient for E (with C, definitely E)




