Leland Essay Contest editing
ENG 483, Spring 2006, Bradley Dilger

Each year the Western Wrting Program conducts the Leland Essay Contest, which recognizes the
best student writers in composition courses (and debunks “College students can’t write™ crapola).
You will be assigned one of the winning contest eszays. Perform a hght edit on the essay to prepare
it for publication in the anthology WFesterw I arces 2005

I will provide vou two copies of the ezsay. Assipnments and classes vary considerably, so I can't

provide general information about vour essay, except to note it if was written for ENG 100, 180, or
280 m Spring or Fall 2005.

Stcking to a “hight” edit is the most critical part of this assignment. You must not affect the
authorial voice of the student whose essay vou are editing. Follow Einzohn’s definition of a light
edit, performung the following:

« Using standard copreditors’ marks, correct all spelling, punctuation, syntactical, word uzage, and
grammatical mistakes.
« Correct any serous blunders in language which can be easily corrected.

« Mlake a list of any senous problems (fact errors, ambiguities which mught embarrass the writer)
which you think ment additional attention.

« Enzure the E5547 conforms to AMLA s.t:rle_ {If vou don’t own a handbook with current ML A Et_'.'lE
information, you mayv consult my MI .4 Szyle Manzal, or uze one in the WIU libraries or the
University Writing Center).

You should also do the following:

« Pick a “raszed quu:rte”—dzrﬂE or two memorable zentences—to be uzed in the ]:a]rcmt of the e33aT
in Weszern 17atces. Edit your quote to ensure it works out of context If vour essay is long, select
o q_un:rtea-

« WWrite a2 c:ne-]_:ba.t:agraph statement iﬂtmduu.:i.ﬂg the es 3a¥. -fI'h_:s 15 the “Oscar hlurb-”:l

I will provide some sample essavs from WFestern [“ourer later thiz week If vou aren’t sure what I mean
by theze things, please borrow a copy of the book from me to look at more.

Turn in vour marked-up essay no later than AMarch 28 This is an absolute deadline. Include hard
copv of vour problem list (if vou have one), raized quote, and Oscar blurb. Email me a word
processor file of this mformation as well.

~ee the reverze side of this page for mmformation about assig:ment azzezzment.



Assessment

Your work will be assezzed usiﬂg the fc:]lu:rwin_g criteria.

Area evaluated
Quality of
edinng (40)

Proper editing
level (30)

Use of standard
marks & polite
queries (20)

Raized gquote &
“Oscar blurb™

(10)

Optimal Adeguate Unsatisfactory
One or two mitor Several minor or one Numerous serious
problems which should be major problems remain  problems remain in
addressed are not which should be document, or editing
corrected; no errors addreszed. or errors introduces serious errors
introduced by editing introduced by editing
Authoral voice and Style or content are Style of anthor serously
content are not altered affected in minor wavs, or affected, or far too much

strongly in a few places  editing performed

Conventional editing Editing marks sometimes Edihing marks often
marks nsed; marks are irregular or dllegible; sloppv, inconsistent, or
legible; quenes, if any, are quenes deviate from hard to follow; queres
wrell-formed Einsohn’s suggestions rude or condescending

Approprate quote of Quote questionable, or  Quote and blurb not
proper length selected; too long or short; blurb  representative of essay
blurb ready to be added to needs editing before it can quality, and /or not
£33ay be icluded professional



