Sociology

V Study of groups
V More than the sum of their parts. The group is more powerful than a single

person. “The Wave.”
V Social inequality is a big topic in sociology
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V Involves “politics” - the world could be a better place, broad sense of

knowing the world has problems and we can understand them and

hopefully solve them. Involves “science” - evidence and research can
prove/disprove things. Statistics, math models, data sets. Studying people.

Friendship Is magic

V What a social network? Created by friends/family. It’s a group of people

that may overlap.
V History of social network analysis. Really blown up in the last several years.

0 Bourdieu (social capital): influential for the development of source

network analysis. Writing sociological research when people were
saying social inequality was due to race. Income equality - social class
Is important as it relates to money. Social capital - not how much
money you have but who you know, quality of friend networks. Who

knows you helps you. People are valuable.
Granovetter (weak ties): influential for the development social

network analysis. It was during a time when people said social
networks worked for helping people get jobs. He said weak ties are
actually very important. Social contacts outside your immediate "core
discussion network” are more important than you think. Get jobs
from weak ties. Distance between core discussion network and weak

ties Is Important



Network effects

V Dyadic effects: a dyad is 2 people. If the other part of the dyad is suffering

from depression, they are more likely to suffer from depression too. Occurs

from osmosis on an unconscious level. One-to-one contact.
0 Widow effect

0 Dyadic spread: tendency of effects to spread from one person to their

direct social ties.
V' Hyperdyadic effects: occur when it's more than one person. From a friend

of a friend. Trying to lose weight? Team up with a friend of a friend.
0 Hyperdyadic spread: tendency of effects to spread from person to

person to person (outside a person’s direct social ties)
V 3 degrees of influence

V 6 degrees of separation

Social networks and social capital

V What’s a friend worth? Beneficial to find out information. We don’t think
we have social capital, we can't see our capital. Friends are resources.

Happiness and social networks

V' Happy and unhappy people cluster among themselves
0 1degree - 15%
0 2degrees- 10%
0 3degrees - 6%
0 Each unhappy person decreases likelihood of happiness by 7%.
V Magical moments aren’t as random as we think. Real effects on livelihood.

People we don't know have effects on us. Choices subtly influenced by
others - 3 degrees of influence.

Emile Durkheim - social solidarity

V Crime is healthy because we are reminded about our collective conscience



V Societies and groups have social solidarity due to shared experience and/or

being interdependent
Consensus Perspective

V Functionalism: what holds societies together

Social solidarity

V We all believe the definitions of right and wrong. Unified set of beliefs that

hold us together and it's a good thing to have
V Glue that holds us together

Collective conscience

V Totality of beliefs and sentiments common to the average member of

society
V Widespread moral compulsion to live in accordance with established rules

and norms
V' Becomes visible when we voice common sense
V' Laws are similar to the written form of collective conscience
V' Deviance and crime reaffirms the collective conscience
V Thoughts and sentiments common to a group of people. Acts as an internal

source of direction/guidance

Collective effervescence

V' Perceived social energy that emerges from crowd solidarity. Produced by
group rituals and actions. Binds us to the group. Whole is greater than the
sum of its parts.

Mechanical solidarity

V Found in simple societies. Solidarity that derives from shared experiences,

particularly work experiences. People bound together because they are
doing the same stuff. The collective conscience is stronger.

Organic solidarity



