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Fungal Growth Patterns

— Unicellular fungi, reproduce by budding
— Moist mucoid or waxy colonies that resemble bacteria

— Multicellular filamentous, "fluffy” colonies consisting of branching tubular structures called

— Collection of intertwined hyphae called mycelium

— Vegetative hyphae act like roots, penetrating the supporting medium and absorbing
nutrients
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Fungal Growth Patterns

— Grow as molds at ambient environmental
temperatures (e.g. 25° C) where they form
reproductive spore structures.

— Spores are aerosolized and infectious

— Inhaled spores grow as yeasts at body
temperature (37" GC) in the host

Yeast form . y yor Mold form
Coccidioides immitis



