Final Course and Instructor Evaluations
CHEM-342 - Introduction to Biochemistry - Spring 2011
Instructor: Harold B. White, lll

The following are the responses of all 34 registered students to the University of
Delaware’s on-line course evaluations conducted during the last week of classes.
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. The course was well organized. 0 0 0 13 20 | 33 | 461 | 0.50
. The course textbook was very useful. 0 0 16 7 8 | 31 |371 086
The course examinations emphasized
understanding of the material. o ; . l el il b
The course emphasized understanding of
. the material rather than memorization. i ; b ] i b A _ s
The process-oriented guided inquiry
(POGIL) activities (e.g. several
examples given) should be used in . 2 p i = o PR
future offerings of the course.
| preferred my group's first tutor to the
.~ one we had after Spring Break. . ¥ " a A Rl ] LA
| think m group functioned better after
. Spring Break than before. & it i : . il v | it
Owverall, | l=armed a great deal in this
course, including factual knowledge, 0 0 0 12 21 33 | 464 049
___principles of behavior, or skills. | I I R S A
It would be a good idea to form new
groups after midterm. a 11 5 T 2 33 | 252 | 1.25
Feer evaluation of student performance
| within groups was a worthwhile activity . | 1 - i | . SE | s _ L
Ny group would have done fine without a
tutor-facilitator 9 | 20 | 4 0 0 | 33 | 185 | 062
| think examinations in CHEM-342 should
focus more on factual information and 1 18 12 1 1 33 | 248 | 0.76
__less on problem solving. _
The assignments | turned in were graded
and returned prompitly. 0 0 0 0 33 33 | .00 0
A considerable amount of the material in
CHEM-342 reviewed material | had 3 6 5 15 4 33 1333 | 1.19
studied in other courses.
It was a bad idea to change tutor-
. facilitators after Spring Break. 2 9 13 2 1 284 1.03
My jigsaw group's concept map reflected
mostly the efforts of one or two group 5 18 2 3 5 33 | 255 | 1.3
members.
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| think grades in CHEM-342 should be
based solely on individual 2 21 5 4 1 33 | 242 | 090
performance.
| talked about subjects and issues arising
in this course with people not enrolled 0 1 17 11 4 33 | 355 | 0.75
in the course.
| feel that | can apply the general
principles | learned in CHEM-342 to 0 0 2 18 12 32 | 431 | 0.59
problems in other courses.
| found the hemoglobinopathy
assignment worthwhile. i e Z i o S M
As a result of this class my ability to find,
read, and analyze information has 0 0 4 14 15 33 | 433 | 0.69
| improved. .
| feel confident that | can read and
understand research articles. . . z s s b |5 |G
_| am comfortable working in groups. 0 0 2 18 13 | 33 | 433 | 060
| feel comfortable sharing information. 0 1 0 17 15 33 | 439  0.66
| feel comfortable asking help from
- — 0 4 3 15 11 33 | 400 | 0.97
| feel comfortable in relying on
information obtained from others. . - S ¥ o e il he
Given the opportunity, | would like to take
another class designed like this one. 0 2 g 17 4 33 1391 1 0.8
Discussion of the mystery molecules
helped me make connections to things
| had learned in other chemistry . 1 . =L e el R
COUrses.
| found the course web-site to be a useful
—— 0 0 1 18 14 33 | 439 | 0.56
| found the guotations on the board |
thought provoking. 0 0 g 15 10 33 | 406 | 0.75
| enjoyed working in the jigsaw group for
ey Sl 2 f 4 10 10 33 | 358 | 1.30
Mylig:gl_rl!';r: made use of the classroom ’ 10 6 14 2 33 | 318 | 104
| found the scratch-off group-quiz format '
a useful learning activity. . b Z I = il Pt S
Having a group outing at the beginning of
the course helped my group to work 0 3 10 17 3 33 | 361 079




CHEM-342 Final Course and Instructor Evaluations - Spring 2011

[ ] -
% | 2 ok wonw | 51100
Question ™ .E E E‘ 8 E = ;H - m E
@0 b o = (D ¥ B o, =
5 w W | = | = n
1 2 3 4 5 '
Overall | would rate this class: 0 0 1 13 19 33 | 455 | 0.56
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On the average, the number of hours per
week | spend working on this course 0 4 10 10 9 33
outside of class is:

Essay Responses for CHEM-342
Comment on the course. Responses (25 of 34)

| love the PBL style. In my opinion it is a much more effective style of teaching than lecture. My father
teaches people getting their Master's degree in education how to be effective teachers and is ecstatic
with the fact that | finally had a course where | wasn't just lectured at the entire time. It required a lot
of work every night but | enjoyed doing the research and didn't want to let my group down. | wish
more chem courses were this style.

course was very interesting, and taught in a well structure way.

Good course, didn't overload with work but still had a little to do for every Class.

| enjoyed taking this course a lot. It really teaches you how to think about what you read, ask
guestions, and make sure you thoroughly understand the material.

Coming into the course, | thought | was going to hate problem based learning, because of the
constant work reguired to keep up in the class rather than being able to pace myself through each
exam. This requirement completely changed my study habits in all my classes, as | used to
procrastinate until the last few days to learm a month's worth of material and then forget it right
about the exam. Now, I'm ahead in all my classes and often find myself with nothing to do the night
before an exam, instead of staying up all night cramming.

It is well designed to force us to think and explore to find the answers, rather than us just being given
everything we need to know.

This course is different from courses | have taken in the past. The freedom that the student are given
is both beneficial and detrimental. Overall it was an interesting experience.

The course reqguires a lot of work. It can be frustrating at times to spend hours researching things but
it is worth it in the long run. This course brought together all my prerequisite math and science
courses and made me see and understand the relevance.

The course was less about biochemistry aspects itself and more about applying information we've
learned previously to tackle new issues at hand. Of course, aspects of biochemistry were part of the
material we learned but not in a lecture- style format. This intro course was very helpful, however, in




