Lexical Analysis - An Introduction
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The purpose of the front end is to deal with the input
language

* Perform a membership test: code € source language?
* |s the program well-formed (semantically) ?

* Build an IR version of the code for the rest of the
compiler

The front end is not monolithic
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* Maps stream of characters into words
— Basic unit of syntax Speed is an issue
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* Scanner discards white space & (often) comments




