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Introduction

« Geopolitics: the stedy of the geographical
distribution of powser among states across the
world, and especially rivalry between major
DOWIETS.

= Siate-centric: the goal of gecpoltics is fo
advance the nterests of the state

= A focus on geography: every place s
understood in terms of its relationship to a
st3te's interesis

= Maximizing your own power involves weskening
the powser of others

Two elements of geopolitics

1) Siste-centric forsign policy prescriptions; the
Bpecitc measures 3 state ehould 1ake o achleve or
maintain powear.

2] Warkl-view frough which the goal and the methods
are defnad the geopolifical code.




Geopolitical terms

code: The aparating cods of 3 gQoVemment's
saraign policy that evaluziss piaces beyond RE borders.

Gaopoiifical world order: A more ar lesE Elable Bel of
Intematianal power relaBions dominated by an agenda set
bry the majar powers (2.0, the Cokd War).

Gaopoiiical traneltion: Transian from dng geopoditical
muuraa to anathar. {e.g. from Cold YWar 10 past Cold

Gaopoiiical cutfura: The dominant geopolitizal Idealogy
of & saclety - can be multiple cullures within a country

Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840 -1914)

= Nawal Hlshoran
= Head of US Naval Academy 1570s and 183006

GOAL- Replicats the success of Sreat Gritain for the ULS.

Mahan's Six Geographic Characteristics of a
World Power

TERRITORY — Stza matters {resources)
POPULATION — bigger the batter
GEOPOLITICAL POSITION — lskand
STRONG GOVERNMENT

MATIONAL CHARACTER

STRONG NAVY AND GOOD HARBORE




MAHAN'S 3 POLICY PRESCRIPTIONS FOR
THE U.5.

BUILD A STROMNG MAWY

EXPAND INTO THE PACIFIC AND THE
CARIBSEAMN

BUILD THE PANAMA CANAL
CONTAINMENT OF RLSSIA

FORM ALLIAMCE WITH THE SRITISH EMPIRE
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= Thrae Innova®ans

1) Global or "god’s eye” viaw of world; "objecive”
2) Division of globe Ino sa3te of pawar with Eingular
hamagenous ldentity

3) *Geographical causation of history” the workd naw a
clogad syEtem

Mackinger's five central themsas on polfical geagraphy
and warkd history

The b3sls for poilical geography ks physlcal geography

k2nds el o defense (especially wilh
%hsa&.lmm Gl o

A focus on European history ks central to undarstanding
world histary

The evalution of history s based upon a stuggle
babwean land and 523 [ = L

The world | an closad syetam — nd more exiernal
areae; helghienad resaurce Coxmpe®on




