Politioe gnd Populgr Culture during the Gregt Depreasion
= "Brofthar Gm‘r'buﬁmraaﬂjmﬂ-? VE. Hﬂ;:lpj.-'ﬂﬂj.-'sﬂ.raHarEAmn
im tha firet song, no bensafits to fall back on from his military service
+ Today, U.5. haz a pratty good system of compensating veterans for their 2ervics, was not the cass in
1830=--"Al" in "Brothar, Can You Spars & Dime?” ig & case-in-point sxample of that
Cirs important point to take away'big picturs: Just how parfectly in alignment of the popular culturs in the
1830= ia wath the political reforma of the 1830--really good owverlap betwasn the two
1928-loved by swvaryone whan he waz electad, hated by 1832 whan he wasz up agamst FDR
Hoower approved the orders that led to Amencan miktary man ghooting down other soldiers, 20 yaah
" Heppy Days are Hars Again”
Not everything w' regard to the popular culture or the political culture of the 1930 focuass on the
doom and gloom-—more complicated than that
Although thare was nothing practical to be happy about in 1832, there was 2 sanses of optimizm that things
could gat better—and Roossvelt doss & really good job of capitslzing and centaring hiz campsaign around
thiz--bacams hizs campaign song, practically
+ Roosevalt campaigns by promizing the Amsarican pecpls a "Mew Deal"--not wery spacific on what that will
kook like, but he promizes something better than 25% unemployment, sic...
The First Inaugural-FDR
“tha only thing we havs to fear i2 fear iteslf._which paralyzes nesded sfiorta"
things will get battar
abzolutely nothing specific in the part of the spesech heard in clazs, or any of the rast of it apparenthy
an incredibly radical speech--he fa'ks about making & much mors powsnul presiadsncy
+ talks about the possibiity of Congrees failing to ask
+ talkz about what he will do a2 prasidant of the United Statse if Congress falls to act to meast this national
SMmargsncy
» Ha will 2ssk the same degree of powsr in thiz instancs a2 if the country was to face a foreagn fos
» (lronic n & way, becauss Congress has baen trying very hand to act at this tms but was fighting
obatruction from the Hoower Whita Houze)
FDR =et= Congress up to be a bad guy, but at thiz point in time Gongrass haan't really shown any
bad bahavior yst
He iz gaying ke will gst the job dons
Roozsvalt's grim emils in real life (kneew he was coming into the presidency at a vary perdous tims) va. Tha
Mew Yorker cowar with a huge emile
« Franklin D Roosswvelt
A prazidant that we havs deified (or vilified depending)
He waz an average C aiudant in collage
somaons who had good family connaections-- & well to do family (former prezidant Teddy Roosswsalt was his
cousin)
Had sarved during the Woodrow Wilson presidsncy
sarvad as Governor of Mew York
+ Ha iz someone who could have gone sither way a2 president—really great or mediocre
+ Professor Young would argus that it was just ag much what was ingids of FDR that made him a great
b=adsr 22 much as it was the tims of hiz presidency
+ "The Firat Hundred Daya”
aimozt clichs to judgs a prasidsnt by the first 100 days during his presidency
thiz benchmark came into being because of the diff. time paricd that Congress met warsus today
1833: Congreas not 28t to mest again to create lageelation until the and of the yasar after naugural address--
waan't going to b= amy great moment of legislation; howswver, banking in country almost hut down and
unsmploymant through the roof duning this time period
+ & big problem that needs mmmediate solution--cannct wait until Decamber
+ FDR calls for a epscial mesting of congrase--100 days after hiz inavguration it kssted until March
« no 26t and dats for the epecial 2sszion
= they just happsned to atay in 2ession for 100 days, an accidant--g2o that 100 days tset becams a teat
that all later presidsntzs were hadd up to in the futurs
would srgue that it2 very artificial for subssqueant presidents, but wvery real for FDR's presidency
= 15 major pisces of lageslation came out of Congress during that 100 day ssssion-would like to think ite
all FOR but realky only 2 legislative mowes ware pura FOR but really whan kooking closer only 1 was
fulhy FDR'2 doing'thinking/creation
all othar pisces of kagislation wers aomathing that someons alzs in Gongress had really bean




working on--yst becomes known to public a2 sll FOR
Banking and Business
+ wa have to hawe accees to our banks--=2o thate the most important problam
= 2 ramedies put into place
Emargency Bankang Eill
= reguirez all remaining banks =till opan to cloes until they can havea thair bookes inspectaed to
g=a if they ars sownd and prove to auditors that they have enough funds in rezerve to back up
thesr deposite--if all kooks good, then they can re-opsn (guick fix--a bandasd)
FDIC
+ Longsr tsrm reform bill pasesd towards the snd of this 2sssion to do 2 things
» Frret componsnt/most imporiant part: the part that roosevelt déd not liks very much--=FDIC
= thiz bank guarantss componant was not a Roosavelt idea, he thought it was a very bad dea
and that it would protact bad banke—didn't want it put into placs; thiz meazurs camea out of
congreas--and ultimatshy was a wary good pisce of kagislaton
= lazs about backing it up and mors about the faith we hawvs in our monsy baing sscure

Agriculfture
= we all like to sat, but don't' consider ourgashvas in &n sgrarian sconomy tocsy
= Agriculiurs was much mors important to many mors peopls in the 18302 than would bs the cass
tocay
golution they come up with: & imitation on the crope that can be produced
» ultimately, they pay farmess to producs kess (has something to do with the FDIC but wea're not
going imto this...)
Reliaf
+ asa thiz primarily throwgh building programs
+ during the 18308, hundrads of thousands of roads wera bwilt with federal governmant dollars going to
peocpls smployad by the fedsaral gowarnmeant for working on this infrastructurs
v PWA worloaes, stc.
+ Tramandous investmeant in infrastructurs
= what Dr. Young would go to when someons g2ays that FDR's New Deal did not in it of itzalf pull the
country out of the Deprezssion--trise, it took WWII to do that, BUT thiz spending on infraztructurs by
the fadaral gov't'capital investments sets up the country for future succsea even If all the banafiiz
ware not dermved in the 1830=
Talmaway. an activiet congrass paired up with an activist President to bnng about some ralied
improvemsntand trying to b= pretty comprshensive as far a8 the arsss of problem go--not much
that gets left out in the "Firat Hundred Daya”

Outlgw Culture and the Great Deprezzion

= Thera iz a continuad criticiam of capitalism that iz popular in amsarican culture even whils thessa paolitical reforms
are being put nto place
= Baset way to look at this criticiam of capitaliam ia by looking at who Amerncana were cheering for during the
1830=
didn't haws to go to their local mowvie houss to find a fictional gangstser to root for, plenty of real ifs onas
John Herbert Dillinger
+ poasibly the meoat famous outlaws of this ime pariod (like Bonnie and Chyds, etc)
+ robbing banks, becoming anti-hsro hercas
what all thees cutlaws have in common: they are targeting banks
» lotz of pesople during the 1830s aither paracnally loat money in a bank or know 2omeans that did, or
kost their jobs bacauss their boss loat monsy in the bank and couldn't afford to pay their
amploysss-—>80 bankers bscoms tha bad guy to Amarica now
Dillingsr roamsd the mid-wasat robbing banks
Reward of $10,000735,000 (a lot of money back than)
« major mcentive, but not a lot of American psople would 2aa Dillinger go cown, vicanous pleasurs in
hig siicking it to tha banks
= but pecpls alzo disd az a rsault of his criminal activity
+ Amearican people aleo interseted in Dillngsr b'c ha combinad hie bank robbing with gscual explots
- he'd alao been armestad and broks out of jail
= high-zpesad car chazse, st
Dillinger iz a form of antertainmant

+ What bnngs Oilingar down? ultimatsly 8 much lsmper fadera! govemmesat brings him down
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- FEI
Hoowver bacoming much more important in the FBI etructurs, but realized he's not going to keap
hig job unk=ez he gatz Dillingss
S0 in part b'c of the fadaral rewsard Congrezs offars for Dillingar (10 meat wanted) and Dhlingar
gets mad baecause the fedaral gov't is consolidating ite powser among bkegal enforcemant

The Seaond Mew Deal
Toward the end of Roozsvelt's first term, thare was a major pusgh to go forward with swven mors legiglaticnreform
« Works Progress Administration
another federal government amployved agsncy-—-but thez typs of work relisf goes further, sven beyvond
infrastructure creation
thiz program looka for way= not only to have dams built but akso ways to hawe artists, actors, writers
employed--federal furnding for arz and ihe humanifias
+ modarm exampla’correlation: PBS, Sesamsa Straat
Mot pust pragmatic, thinking towards utilizing people's talenta’'making that an avalabls option for him
» Social Securty
FIGA taking money from our paychacks--somathing to fall back on in mid-80z, in a parfect world..
+ The poorest demographic of Amsericans in the 18308 wers the sldarhy—poorsst ststistically in the LS.
» Thara were no real smployment eystems (Roth IRA, ate) in place/seiatant at thiz time unleas you pust
happened to plan ahead by putting money aside for your old age
 makeg the U.S. wvary much behind it's weastem mndustrial counterparts ke Grast Brtain and Germamy
which had programs for this sornt of Bsus
v The sfrongset aavocsfas of socis! sscunly wanlad & cradls syslam--that camed peopls from the cradis to
the gravs
» Roosevelt knew this wasn't poasible—so he aaid lets focus on the sector or society that neads
it moet, the elderly
AARP-ons of the strongast kobbiee on capital hill, eockal ascunty izn't going anywhers--and
Roozevelt knew that this wazs going to happsn
a5
= why was 85 tha rstirement age? average american in 1835 lived to a ripe young age of
83...a0cial sscurity was not intendsad to take care of peopls into the B80a--was suppossd
to ba a vary temporary bridge betwean guitting working and dying a yaar katar
» National Labor Relations Act
forces employers to git down and bargan w' unions
+ Feszults:
= tramendous upsurgs in unicn mambserghip 2 a reeult of this reform
» bettar payment/bansfit for wnicn membears working

The Poosovelt Dresenoe

= "lt's a Bird, It'e a Plans, It's Supssman!"

« FOR had a hard tims sven walking aftar suffering from polic

= Pzople wrots sttars to FOR imviting him to coms 1o hiz houss for dmnes for 'a meal a working man couldn't have
bsfors your presidency'-—deifisd; yat tha rich people vilifisd him--cidn't liks hiz sconomic policy




