Working in Gilded Age Ameriog:
The Fallurs of the Union Movemsent to Reform Capitall=m

= Why am a lof of Induzina jobs apaning up?
Industrial rewalution
imrmigration
* Transformative to the Amencan sconomy; remaks the way peopls maks their living
= Masz production of good reguiras:
peophs
uniform parts
a differant skille 2st--=unskillsd workers; snter your immigrants
= Goaodes fo think about whan considenng the sconomy becoming indusinalized: (late 18th cantury)
Walt Whitman
+ tha nizgs of capializmindustrialization brought ocut & "holownsss of heart” and a "depravity of the business
clagasa”
Mark Twvasn
+ humorous; get nch dishonestly if we can, honasthy if we must
"Ha Li== in The Amsarncan Land" song (popular amongst immigrants)

+ 8 joks common amongset iImmigrant communities "they told me the streets would be pawed in gold; first
thing i lsarnad--the strests weren't paved in gold; sscond thing—atrests wanan't paved; third thing--they
sxpactsd ma to pave them”

Jaqes gnd Working Conditionz
= Gannot generalize about a singular worldng class expenence-—-vansiss of work and working condifions
abounded.
Skilled or unskilled labor? {ocne of the most mportant factors in terms of shaping the expsriencs of a worksr

in the induztriaized United States)
How well do you know English? (nof the same thing as ars you intaellgent or not, althaugh the two things did

get conflatad in very discrimmmatony ways)
Gendar; age
* Mean fare bettar than man
+ Ghildran fare wores than grown ups
Ethnicity
+ "Racs iz an artificial thing conetructed; sthnicity iz a thing that iz real—-a whols peeudo scisnce thing going
an in the 18th century that was trying to differantiate ethnicitise--sciencs that we would dizcradit today”
v Had & fremendous sfiect an psopis s wagss and working condifians; we can call it silky today but they
mads decigions bassd on sthnicaty at that tims
= "Moo Ineh/talian ne=d apphy"--a racial-zing of ethnicity going on that affected if pecpls were going to
be abla to maks a living or not
g ' Coal Miner
= Mot going to do well
working i a coal mins i not 2afs (2.9., black lung dizsess)
= Doing this becauss of the lack of =killz
- Fathar makesz 3250 YEAR
= ¥ paople in thiz particuksr famiby; 3 childran in echoolz lucky--most children in familiss with unskillsd

working parentz do not have thiz opportunity)
« Fathar onby worke 20 weskz 3 vear--> boom and bust cyclea of the industnial work echedule—-

seasonal; only got paid for the weeks he worked; no staggering of pay
» A mamber of 2 frads Lnion
= Families dist=bread, coffes, zalt meat, butter, 2ausags (not really balanced obvioush)
+ English Iron and Stesl Worker--=batter off than the first family, but he iz an immigrant...
= braaking the mwyth that native born familiss did bstter than mmigrantz—->=dependad kargely on SHRILL
OF THE WORK az far a2 guality of life went
Fathear in thig family makes $1,040 dollare™YEAR
Oldest 2on alzo works, $300/vear, poesibly appranticing his dad to learn the trade
8 family members total; 3 kids in schocl alzo
ownad thair own homa, 8 neoma in 2aid homa--pretty good zize houss for that timea
miaintaing & garden--fragh fruite and vegetables--bettar dist than the first famiby
S8VING MOoNSY SWary year
dad alzo a membar of a2 union




¢ Irigh Coal Miner
= Actually in glightly bsttar financial position than the American coal mining famiby
« How?
Somsa of the children worked too
Diad made 3420/ vear
18 yo and 21 yo 2on madse samae amount per year
18 year old =on apprenticing and making $150 per year
v pratty solid cash flow, not that diff amount of income than the englizh ircn and atesl family but
the childran aren't in echool and they're working much hardes to maintain their position in
gocksty and thear 2tatus i2 nizkier becauss of unskillad work va. =killsd work
g Immigrant Laborers
- $230-270fyaar
= Ived in rantad housing
= no union membership
= n ability to 2end kids to school
= comman job was to work as a8 scavenger--cleaning the outhousses and clean them up.....
= Mo job security what 20 ever
large # of immigrantafwork accidents when thare is an over supply of workers and undersupply of job=nc job
sacurity
¢ Mo lebor laws to protsct your job--no contracts; if you gst sick your smploysr can dizmizss you at will and
tharas lines of pesople cutsids evenyday willing to taks your job
« Upton Sinclair'e "The Jungle®
wante to write the great amesican nowal and hag a political intention behind it
ha thinks by telling the story of one immigrant family and swerything that happsned to them will maks peopls
wonder "can af these things really happen to this one famiby?"-—-pamnte & very gam picturs
gat in Chicago; stesl industry/maat packing--haro in thie noval works in a meat packing plant
+ Sinclair deschbsa the state of the 2ausage making reomiworking condition’what parts of the animal
uzabls and non-usable wers ussd; problem with the ratz in the plants and the poigon (ARSON) they laid
around the factory to kill rats; not the poiEon we uza in the 218t cantury
+ conditionz of the building structurs not eafa
» water would leak from the floor abowve into the piles of maat
Lotz of people read thiz book and weren't 20 ready to join the Socialist Party of Amenca but ware angry
Woaorking conditionz could bs vile; the work the laborers wers doing could bs vile in it of it ealf
LOTS of cost saving going on, which i commoen in capitalism but not only at the workers expeanse but also the
COMEUMSTE 8Xpenss
= Awerage annual wage for working class americana in late 18th century=S400-500/year
a family neaded $800/vear to have sacurity or what we would call bsing abowve the povarty Bne now a day
Who mads what:
YWomen mads sbout half of what women mads (e.g., 200-300 hundredyaar)
children made less than aduliz
skilled workers made mors than unskillsd workers
Child labor laws
avan thea atates that DID have child klsbor laws, most of the kids like 80% ware sxampt from these amyway
¢ "I'm gurs | didn't want to work for the money. | pust wantad to work, | reckon. Oodles of kids. Al of us
usad to do it together"—socutharn white in a cotton factory reminiscing on hiz working thers as a chilkd
= Do you buy it?
miads to think they nesdad to work
- zocisty as 2 whole
- parsnts who neaded the monsy
= not Bke peopls ware 2aving "go to colleges and co whatsvwer you want you can be a doctor if
wou nevar give up blah blah blah'
- given 8 meesage: "this i your sociceconomic status."
= wary valuable in thessa factoriez—"tiny nimbls fingers’
+ typicaly worked the night ghifte to makse aure everything was working propearhy
= probably working at the farm during the day/going to school if they wars lucky encugh
= tired as shit--theyy would throw water on them to waks them up
= "it iz the 2o-callsd compstition of the unomganized, defeneslass woman worksar... tande to reduce the wages of the
fathar and the husband... no necsssity of the wife contributing to the support of the famiky by working."
reflects the visws of 2ome makss (obviously not onss in unekilled working famiies who MEEDED money)
Samusl Gompera




+ it was sasisr to scapegost unskilled famals workers than unzkille=d mals worksrs
= ssauming rightfully 2o that thars was no day cars for her to put har chikdran in
= not paid by the hour but paid by the amount of work ehe accomplizhes; two of the kids in the pic on
the glidsehow ars halping her gort the nut meaat or whatever the fuck it iz
fo sum up--thizs woman hardly posss 8 theat fo mals uvian fsbor
|2 she in control of her destiny or a victim of capitaliam? or both? 2omswheass bt the 2; daing
gomathing about her status but her choicss are vary limited in the sconomic context of whara
whan gha lvad
= Didn't pust do all of the work in the citiss—mportant to ramember
= "bettar thing to put the "dirty' ones into ssparats schools till they |sarn to csan up and become aligible to bstter
sociaty” about Mexican and amencan chidran--quote from a parzon in in the southasst
Quote reflects the diffsrent class position betwean Mexican-Amearicans in tha U.S. who are at meddle class
etatus and thoes that were in tha LS. not in the middle-clazs and doing things ks tsnant farming
= "When | got to San Francezco | was half etarved becauss | was afraid to eat the provizions of the barbarians.”
wiorge of a Chimess immigrant to the U.S. about the white people barbariars
+ disgntry-white people much mors liksly to get this than Chineze because they drank watse in the form of
hot tea and killed germe in the water by boiling it




