Popukzm: Fgiled Promize or Delgyed Henuin?
= The populiste become a political party, a.k.a. "the People's party"
Lower class
Farming
There wera thoze that hopsd the populiztz could join forces with the industrial working class, but that never
raslly panned out
They formead to try to 2olve what they assumed to bs the most problamatic factors for farming
Industrializing--=sconomice of making a living on the farm ars changing
« Debt cycle in the late 18th century
farmars are abks to produce more becauss of modem technology
whean supply increazes and demand remainz the eame, the price goses down b/'c ite a8 buyera markst
axpansion of the country westward + modesrn tachnology=dabt cycls
praity significant dacline in sarnings; not surprising that farmeare are looking for some sort of solution--thair
way of sarning a living no longsr works
Poor farmers, thoss who do not own land:
Tanant fanmsrs
+ glite of the poor farmers, if pozsible
+ most well-off, poor non land ewning farmers
+ oam thair supplee (2.9., a plow, 2 muls, bring 2omathing to the sguation)
Sharscroppers
v OO roting
- Tenant farmerz make mora § than sharecroppars
Farmara had to go into debt every year to get the seada’/suppliss they neasded to begin sach year
onhy ona placs to shop in amall, rural arsas like this
going to pay incradibly mflated pricas for the supplies they nead
minimal dietz
+ At the and of the year, did not get their sarnings off the top--had to pay off their dsbiz (supplies, doctor
bilke, othar reazonsg) for purchazing supplss
» &.g., any bill incurred (like a wife who had a bad pregnancy neading a doctors vieit) would add to the
debt they already had-->farmers find themaslhves in debt without any way of changing ther situation
- bad weather, bugs that ate up the crops.... further and furthar into debt
1882, time to elect new members of CGongrees (summesr, not gensral slection tmea, south=primary elsction
time--damocratic party rulsd south @ this tims)
Tom Wataon wheo was richer than god was aleo sympathsetic to the plight of the farmears
typical polmcal evantz during hiz campaign: ha gives & long speach (no tv at this timae, thiz was a form of
antartanmant); music; food
* Ha wsas running az a populist, not a democrat, 20 he's running on a shoeatring budget--the crowd was
haaring Tom Watson deapite thoss other factors bacauss what ha was saying was very vary valuabls to
tham
Atypical for rural GA n 1882: Tom Watzon's sudience=African Amarican, eharecroppars, and poor whitez
« Tom Watzon's sudience was biracial--pretfy unexpected thing st this ime and in this area
= Hs zpeaks to the sconomic poor versus any racs; “you are mads to hate each other becaussa that
hatred 2 bazed on skin color...but what you're mizsing here, i that that hatred becomes the keystons
of the financial deepotizm that plkeguss you both”
« Sooner they can coms togethar politically in the South, the sooner the white northern wealthy
congsrvative Republicans can be put out of power (7
« Big gusstion when it comses to popul:iz: Are they radicala trying to change the structure, or are they
conaervatives trying to protect the atatus quo?
Populists demanded that the fedaral gov't be more active--=regulate the radroads (high rafroad rates were a
challenge farmsers facsed), regulats telsphonse and telsgrapha--think that things ks this should noef be
ocparated for profit but for the banefit of ihe peopls. (zounds Fttle bit liks 2ocialiam sinca they ars anguing for
tha governmeant to regulate and sometimas sven ocwn netitutions such as the railroad, but they're not
socialists)
Want fad. gov't to taks & more active hand in the diztrbution of land
+ All gounds pretty radical, becauss thay ars certainky adwocating that the governmeant taks on new nolas--
for the fedsral gov't to become mors powsrful, 8 much more statist/active fed. gov't
But why do they want thie much more active fed gov't? so they can keep the way they e curmanthy the exact
s2ams while making mors mansy
+ Begs the qusation, are they radical or conasnvativa? no clear cut answere (politice-radical; way they live




their lives-conesrative)
The Fgrmers’ Alkance
= The Farmerzs' Alliancs i the most imporiant antecedsnt to the populist party
“wa ara not about party politice"; but they were about ideas, and making life better for farmers
colorful orators
=aying they wers slaves to Wall Strest and that governmsant was for Wall Streat by Wall Strest varsus for the
pecphs by tha people
big idea that comes out of the Farmars Alliancs that populists pick up on: develop this idsa for a "subtrsaszury
gystam” (bast example of them wanting 2 more active fedsral government
+ Subtreasury System
» growers to be abls to park their crops in theze subtraasury warshousss that tha gov't would have
around the country; and wart until prices want up.
= Alliance iz arguing that the farmers nead to start manipulating the markst warsus having the markst
manipulsts them
= argumseni: sub-tressuny--farmsrs should be sble to get B0% of the valus of the crop a2 soon as they
placad it in the warshouse, with the money coming from the faderal gov't, then whan they =all the
crop, have 209 more coming to them...good deal for the farme; why they start to gat more politicalby
active
Going to nead to have a voice in Washington that izn't pust a lobbyist but an active mamber of
policy making
+ Giart shifting from the alliancs to a political party
= Faced many mauss, though, in doing thie
= Corn and wheat=midwast
= Bouth=cotton
tha interests of both of thess areaz of farmerz ars not exactly the same--cifferant alliancas

Race gnd Dopuliam
= Tom Watson guots that i 2aying nice things but in & patsrnalistc way-->problematic
loeas hiz rece for Congreas in 1882, ha dizcovars hig internal racist and quits his ‘etz coms together'
approach and gives into the racizm within himaslf--blames hig koss on the fact that the Democratic Party
stufied the ballot box
+ African Amsaricans brought in to vote againet Watzon, not even citizens of Georgea but b'e of threats put
over thaem to vots for Watson's appointmeant--threat of being hynchad)
= Huge chalsngs to bring tha diffsrent parte of the farmess’ alliance together
= Worksrs co not want to pay more for the food and clothing; farmses want to bs paid mors; a challsngs
Price structurs divides them

Popukzen and the Omaha Platorm, (852
tAesigned reading for cleas on Wedneaday, "January 29 reading”)
= big argument=Ffarmers are getting =gueszed out by moncpolies (banks and othar industrial monopoliss) and that a
varisty of mechaniems nesd to be employed--want the federal gowernment to regulate the monopolies out of
ExiZtENCE
gravitate to the subtressury plan pretty guickly becauss it would be ons way to regulate monopolies

Panic. of 1893 "The Sitver Dog with the Colden Tall
pic on slideshow
= clark areas=agranan arsas; advocated silver
= gray arsss north east and Ohio=industrial areaz; "geld tail to tha gikver dog”
= Argumants on whether the monsatary syetam should include sibver in addition to gold
1880: ganators and raps in Congrass, aftar the discovaries of Silver, have alreedy pushed through actz
wanting to includs silvear in the monatary system ingtsad of solshy backing money on gold
Others blame silvar for the depression
Expanding gilver coinage makss mors 2snes than the subtreasury plan--just putting mors money into the gyatem
Silvar coinags sventually takes over and bacomsas THE ISSUE that populist’s run on; guit making complicated
argumsnts sbout the subtreazury syetam, but thoss Bsuss reducs in mportancs and the silvar iesus
imcreases in importance to the populists
1888: the Democrate raalize that the Populiste are tying to gat rid of one of the political partias
S0 Democrats nommats Willkam Jennings Bryan, a firm acvocats of the silver coinage system
v "Cross of Gold" very famous spasch
- makss religious imagery in giving thie spssch
- compares the gold standard to the crucifeson of Jesus Chrat (if you don't hate the gold system,




yvou're probably not going to have a problsm, but sacrlegious to othars)
Tha populistz in 18846 ars in 2srious trouble; the Democrats want first and Bryan already took the
lsad on tha silver shit--20 they nominats BEryan too.
Running agairet a very amart Republican namsd William MckKinley
* Economy i picking up m 1888 (not that great for farmers, but economy i getting better)
+ 5o who are you going to wota for? the parson adwocating zilver which 2oma people blamed a= the reazon
for the panic of 1887 or for thiz dude? Gonna vots for Mckinky.
= Indusinial north ssst (with a lot more electoral college votes) is woting for Mokinksy
= The country iz voting i 1828 for prospsrity—Tfor being an industrial nation; to clogs thair eyss 1o the populizia’ths
fammears
Howewear, the populeiz do not go away, ther ideasz play a role in the progressive ara and the New Deal
* Populiat purpose dies, but the populiat ideas live on to shape Amencan politics
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