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What are Microformats?

= Designed for humans first and machines second.
microformals are 5 2ot of simple, open dals formafs bul
upon exizting and widely adopled slandsrds. insfesd of
throwing aws) whal works foday, microformats infend fo
salve 2impier problems first by sdapfing fo current
behawiors and usage pafferns (e.g. XHTML, biogging).”
— Microformats.org

Semantic Web vs. semantic web
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Advantages

= Encode explicit information to aid machine
readability

» Uses standard XHTML with a set of common
class-names. They are freely available for

anyone to use.

» Simple to both describe and use

» Offers a way to go beyond just presentation in
XHTML.




Dhsadvantages

= Do not address implict knowlaedge representation,
ontokogical analysis or logical inference.

= Since there is no equivalent to namespaces, name
conflicts are destined to occur with increasing
frequency.

= In order to try to reduce possible conflicts, there is a single
repasitory for microformats; this is not scalable.

= Hard to validate microformats against plain C55
embedded in XHTML.

Why use Microformatsr

= |n short, microformats are the convergence of a
number of trends:
o alogical next step in the evclution of web design and
informiation architecturs.
3 for people and organizations to pulblish richer
5 infﬂar#ﬂlinpn |I|'HFIEIT15E|'1'£:!;?H'[|'H}I.II ha'fim;p!cjn rely upon
centralized services.

= an acknowledgment that (outside of specialist areas)
“traditional” metadata efforts have either failed or taken so
long to gamer any adoption, that a new approach was
NECEsSary.

o simple effort which has appealed o many frustrated with
previous cornphex efforts.

o a8way touse (XIHTML for data.

Microformat Specifications

= hCalendar

= A calendanng and events format based on the
iCalendar standard.

= hCard

o A format for representing people, companies,

places, and organizations using a 1:1
representation of the properties and values of the

wi_ard standard.

Microtormat Specifications

o rel-licensa
o A format for indicating content licenses i hyperlinks.

» rel-nofollow

o Aformat for indicating that the associsted hyperfink should
not receive sdditionsl weight or ranking by user agents
which perform link analysis upon web papes {e.g. search
Engines).

= reltag

o A format for indicating that the destination of that hyperlink
is an authar-designated “tag” for the current page.




Microformat Specifications

= VoteLinks

o A format ex three new ua]ues-fnrme rew atiribute
of the <a> {'ﬁ].rperlm tag in HTM

s wole-far
x woie-afisian
» wole-against

= XFM (XHTML Friends Metwork)
D ﬁii lE'l'IEj'tl:I represent human relatonships using

= XMDP (XHTML Meta-Data Profiles)
= A format for defining HTML meta data profiles.
n XOXOD (Extensible Open XHTML Qutlines)
= A simgle, open outline format.

Microformat Dirafts

= adr
o Aformat for markang wp address information.
= geo
a A format for marking wp W3ES24 geographic coordinates
(latitwde; longitude).
= hAtom

o A format for content that can be syndicated, prmarily but
not exclusvehy weblog postings.

= hResume
a A format for publshing resumes and CWs.
» hReview

o A format for embedding reviews of products, semvices,
businesses, evenis, etc.

| Microformat Drafts

= rel-directory
= A forrnat for indicating that the destination of the hyperlink
i5 a dwrectory listing containing an entry for the current
age.
= rel-enclosure
= A forrnat for indicating files to cache.

® rel-home

o A forrnat for indicating that the destination of that hyperink
is the homepage of the current sibe.

= rel-payment

= A forrmat for indicating that the destination of that hyperink
provides 3 way to show'give support for the current page.

Microformat Drafts

» Robots Exclusion

= The Robot Exclusion Profile is a reworking of the

Robots META tag {and less-standard extensions)
as a microformat.

= XFolk

= A format for publishing collections of bookmarks.




