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Subile Prejudice lor Modern Times

In 19035, Presidend Rameemerdd sedec bl Mormhall Shepand, s black cherpprmman b
Bliamt (Mivert Takrmmaclke Raptist Chemeh in Pieladcdphin smed & rember off fhe
Pennelvaps fegmslabwre, o delives B iveccation et e Democestic Madsonal
Convention. When Shopard reached the podum, Senotor Smith of South Caro-
L powe from his seal and bodied (rom e hall declariog o be weni T By
iGod, hi's black s ovelbed mednight Get outa gy way. Thes swegnd mesting
adnt vad prlisce for & wihdbe s, Laber Senith egplained hs poodest by savong itk
b wwvdme “nld Cppeomasd fo ey Poegro preyvang loc s, but |l Jdidn | want angy
he-gusrened, ahowhoohid Senegaxbian praying ko fhim] polisically™ Sewith
rifusd i lend his poprport b2 a Demesratic party Bhat, s he put i, “cafers &
lil'mfﬁlﬂlpm]:ﬂ:#i‘i:ﬂnﬂr:mluq‘ul"'

Srnator Semathis remarks, onoe thommghly repnsentative of a parbicalar
time and phac are smimaggrable teday. Faltioans and officiale Sanply noe
longre zay sach things. Nor, for the most port, do ordinary cibeens. Whikes'
wiews on racial matters have underpone 3 seeeping changs over the past hale
ooy, quriss umlike amy oiher in the anmals of pulblic epémicn resmarch. Mot
whil AInTicans s sy Thal blacks and wiies should attend schoal logethe:,
that Blacks should have an equal cheede 80 compote for pobe, ol regregation
of hiigds and ieslderans B wroegd, (hal Hacks Dave & cighl e Lve whinever
they wish, On mattens of principhs, whiles have baene deamasically swee
sngalitarian *

Agaliet thise wnnistabale s of prognss, hinsever, aee lear ina btk e
o switiparing metal diseond. While mest wiile A meriones beleve thak presd e
Al dbariminstion are profdene of the poad hlack §meriane e pefadios and
b inarion crerpwhee 2 Amd althoish whins sappedt ke the principh=
of racial mpaality and inlegration Feos aunvasnd mapstically over thee la-l ke
ileriatlen, Fherir hinldres T palices disignad o brlrt l-.:|'u.||1:|!,'.-'ﬂ illhlﬁuhr-
alnmil bas mworeased scarcely al all linkenl. in some cases, wlhite suppas lus
actwally decired Todwy s we knosy from Chagries 2 Lange smibers of whiles
bedieve thal the fedigal goverrsent is oo geserine with blacks, that sl
iesrgEregation ard cepisd criploymes] appominicy are e (e gowcimrnenil
i s, ared Shal adlirmatne scliom progranes by Hacks shouad by absgchned

By themsedves, sch opinions shoukd nof be ke as evidenoe of macial
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mallicr. Tn be apprsed b affirmetive e ben amd simulSncoesly prapathcbe o
iblacks ir not achizephwenic: reection of aSirmase actaon may be rooted noon-
skl erabiopa that have mothomg, 1o do with mee. ¥kales mraghl be cormimced Bhal
alfirmalive action progeams violabe principles they care deeply it that in-
dividusis should sdvance or fall back entirely on the basis of Bheis own tedenis
mﬁL’Elﬂ.qﬂﬂﬂ#ﬁmniiuuﬂl#Mu] maabires Bt ane | saden-
Hally priveie. We wnill ko such prrenlalites seresedy asanaherks, josd asmany
whili Arupricang moy ke them seriiuply ae ciliams

At the =me time, wg must also comsider the possalility that bohind white
oppotition 1o schood desegrezation or atfwmative ncton urk considerstwons
ithatt have everyidang Lo do with race. Many white Americans may resast changes
iin the saciad siaius quo sod ol of preciphe bab oot of prouadice. Such prepadion,
uf i ecemdsi, Bk laee & dillenmk dorm Erees U wnvacnislesd caciim e proiad
by Sesmbor Sewth a peralion cr five agn, The perpode of this chagder o b el
o cuncepiae of sobile propscion fue e lese aad b sscorbae: e mle

MMIETANT CIRIGINS

The anging of moe premdice m Amerncs car be toed back at least io Hwe
mikdde of the rivteonth cepsury, when Bngleh moeagers bogan o enoousdes
ithe proplks of Wesr Aldrkea. Al this faiefnl maosserd, “one of The el shoinhod
matbong fuddlerly come Teod b Saoe with one of the daskiest peoples on easih ™4
Buliach mwewe Thaen codor et the Adfricam ameer fromn fhe English, of aonsse. Tn e
e e By caielind back hoosy, the Englich evplorers portrayed de Alr e &
mitsrly different froam kemesdies a6 ldherous, sp=libe. relically defeches n
meligion, anad thueoghly encivilised  Afncars were, by one ach socunt, “a
prrupke of beastly living, without g Gasd law, religion or Lommeman wealthy ™7
A rrowding a0 Windrop [nedan, the pesveption of prokund diffesemoe provided
it merea] mergin absalwiely recpisite for placiig the Furopean on the deck
o thee shave <hip ared The Ry Bn s hikd,

Wihathed [esdan was cormec], dhaticd =bivery was well edablishied in thi En-
Elh evhonies By 1700, jasife:] on the grocse] thas the Adeicam was Gl for slav-
ety el Gon slavery alone, Thee poastilaal mn was cacisl, of oo, Bl i wes ped
until sievery came wisher dinscl allack by (he asfitoniss o e culy decsles
ol the ninetesnth cenlury thal the presumplion of Hack inferiorily develogex]
inie a Full-bkwen theoey of recism.” Prior wo the abolitiones chalknpr, Save
Feiakibeis cumil O Beliand Ui i.I'-l.I.i-rl:i!I'l.-':f |J:| I'ltﬁt']iu_l:l.ll:lr Il Bl plavirry
wins & hegalby sersrioned roomes e arfangerwni They clid med feed 0 makae (e
acpianeny el blesdks wepe inderior. al was sinyply laken for grantsd ”

Bl when Morthemn aboliionizts chanzed that sknvery was evil, Southem
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shnvehadd o nee ko w challangs Tlu'nlhl-l.puﬁh.r.h'ﬂ;-ﬂ'-lqhw-llrl:llnﬂ;wn
a just and wismcms institubon, and that fegnss were “degtmed by prova.
dence ™ for slavery ” They purteayed the Afnican bosnelard s barharue, e
sene of wmmitiaoed cvagery. cmnibaliem, devil worchip, and Beenious-
niss.” They embraced and popalarized sckenbiflc rosoeach that clmed b peore
the inderioriny of the Almican aoe The introdiacid " misogpoatan wie de
Acartican vovalndasy. angeng that e sbcoletinm o slavery winikl el ne mey.
nirt oy anil e sergmdioain of the whibe ces Aad chey sphascond th
sqqualid oorndi tmom 4o the freed Black in the Morth: the " vice and pauperiem. ™ the
“dlemfress. imeaniny, andd wiiory, ™ thae Calhowmn and others took as aithoriaie
evidenoe of Macks" unimess for freedom. AL thise arguments in dikasse of
shivery trantormed what hasd e an umihinking s i of raial saje-
Pierity i 4 se 1 i onss ey ol (e ¥

Shavery arnd the clebate it knchaxd off certainly belped 1o fortdfy race pogu-
dier. Al e, et ilawery wes abalished, prepclice e or. Dissrianination,
sepregation, and prejudice comtinued 1o Tourish—arad nat only i the South. Ins
the virw of Leon Lihwak. “TAscrimination agaies the Megro and a frmily beld
telied i the supernodily of the while race . . . were shansd by an sarwhelm-
i mapority off whilte domericars i bodhy e Saemh amd the Soulls, Abeabam
Lincoln, in ks wigosmes support of both wisic sugromicy and deniad of speal
azlts fue Pecituess, sisnply gave orgrimaion i almant ermveraal Aenericnm oon-
vecliore " T A sersenihous & e betmetion 2 i woe, emancipation id ol
i'ﬂﬁ.'l‘.'ll:ln.‘l.i-r.l:l:i-md:pn:i'l.:li:l:

Haco priqudice sumvived slavery’s dinappearsner mo diosdd, (oc move than
oo rrason, bt not kast was the promesenoe of porvasive racisim ameng Amw-
can glitre. Untill quie poomnthe, projudace was an candnently resoeciable adea in
mepevtzhle circles, Well meo the hwentieth cenbury, Adnetican isedibetions of all
pouts, inclading undversitves, partsapabed m begiloning the mica nf black mie-
nority. As labe a3 1921 Presadent Harding belt bree to pavtify his cppmition to
“Ewecial ﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ]ﬂ-lﬂ.l:lf.lll,ﬁrl.'_u-liu- “Fumlemeninl, rfermal, emd mmlpl-
able defhiremces” that he beleved placed wiates above blacke.

By érnphaszeing tuat Anwraan rwe prefudioe hae a lorg and dursde his-
oy, war dio st meam &n Emphy that 2 e somchow poraemend and wnmstalbibe. 1
i niot- Bl prejudioe today e not what ibonoe s, s polbbe expriosnon and
privan language are daflerent row from whal ey wane e U deys of shaeesy.
Proyudice = oot somms: (aed and useral prscnption. Rathes, lke cgher nomal
docivines, |k 18 alsered by dums i wdelbscbaal curnents, d].wmm
arrangezuats, and erupbors of polthcal criae. Prejndice, e bel e, has been
transfremand taaee 10 thes fasidon dumng our owen cendury aboese: liss] wis the:
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alie Vv o Piologgical pacism in scenbific and popalar dizcoome om face. wiah
ok place in the first decades of the twentieth oenbary; seoond and s oo
pliss wits the change st i sodion by the simaggle for civil rights im the middie
of the cenlury ard brought i completion by e epidemic of maial violenoe
thest raceil Shrouszh scores of Amsricen cities in the lake 19605, We shetch these
e changes nest. 1T we wank o undemtand the brsmiology and beagic of -
il prefindior sy, we musd be reminded of tho form it &k m the imaga
al e pasy ™

Tre Decrime — Mot Desas — OoF BioLacical Raciss

The doctrine of biological mcism began & a roborale first for slevery liscli
and kater for postemancipetion forme of racial cppeession Al s cenber is the
ronienbivn Lhat IHacks are o wherenihy and permanentlly isbesior cace. Luriog
the nincleentk cenbary, beologioal racsm was refred and enrichid by various
rtcllechl trends and goditicnl couses, most notably by the trienph ot dodsal
Darwinism Thee veriws developoents werr mainly shght vanations 1m a
coretant theeee, Bowewor, [nao the Dverticth conbary, she wics pomsssed Haat
blacka weme derior to whilis in intedligence and charncter, and that asch inferi-
orities were inhoyont and permorent, o eflec oo ol inbom differenoes.

In & shult that Predrickson calls “the mosl fundamantal change that ooourmed
an white rucial thinking afer the Fnd Workd Wae,” blologieal racism wae chal-
Jenigad aoed eventuadly roplaced by libaral smveniumentalem © Facal environ-
wrstiibatlsis insistoed Bhat blacks and whibe dal See di¥er in any Staenilal Wy,
that Hue obsereed differemoes berwmen bk and whibes o scomom e sLanding
o artibe schiveeosnl wite diee 10 At in environomantal et
not geetic pred pesiens |Liberal cnvircnmentalists ety challengsd the
ronventioral undensasding that hlacds were 3 permomently alen) sleme of
the Americom prpalabon. Remov e sodally oreabed ohstacles that shnd in
tharir vy, oo et the argument, and blacke wond ke e rightful snd equsl
place i socioty:

Thet ascendande of Bberal sradmnmentalism mullecis lest and kaemost a
rickal chang in Armericam inmellsctal curnends, detestabile ina variety of plaos.
Fuor amw, ien the mactal and bidogica) sobemoes, the adea of s=parale aml Jdistiog
that the “white race” hacl devenped famher along the path of evolution *
Al the same tene, shidies begam kr show that 4iferenos e racks and
witites in monaiy and il ines nould be neduosd o sdinanabed altcgrthes when
vartabicws in houclng, nueriton. sanltslon. amd meslical cane mane taken isto
arrourd, As & codseUenor, e arpumesn that Tdacks were an e e,
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“doomed 10 apin thorr bnatish castence dowmeard sde estinciom ™ rchs.
qrasshed some of its force. ¥ Mesenehule, scores of aedhresdogicsl studas woem
cehebraking e comtributions sade by Afmsean and Asiss societies, and wrme
pevealing bugoe dilfenee s n honperzment amd porsonelity dise, cridentiy, o
culbure. bvesbgahons by Mevd and Beesdact, among others, argoed thai hu-
e [behuncscr wom molded love by oones andl moee by tradakion and cusfon '
Aund ot beerae rame e artistic fhowenieg of (he Hadew Renaisance of the
5 amcd 1 The conspocuons schievements of Bichard Wright, Largiton
Husghus, bilarian Soredersees. Padl Robwsony Louis Ao nangg, ared ethees macke
ﬂwﬂrﬂlnwm&m“nh#ﬁwmm-
brigmihdnd oondrabubons ko Ameoican life.

Ferbape mowl siribkeng i this Broad shift om mology o mibure was the
revolution in heciersifiemmidy of inscligence. The saperioraty al the “THoedac
P wind Ui seanclard earty result in sedics of mselligence. based o B mes-
Suremintl of ceanda i FapaTy e the nireioent cenury wed [0 uy e iy il
ol the twentasth, Bart then came & poraes of exilvrsining duessorstrabons that
Ciffemences hetwren mcial groups n nteEectaal performance could be traed
e il S ererioes. in cultesal of crvirenmeidal feclon. Acghociasive conchusioms
af Mondic superionity and MNegeo Bfaiorty wene netracied; inguivies: inim the
gevetic foundations for reeial diffesencis @ inkdligence ety disappeansd, ™

AL in all, 3 remarioibis Lransfocgwilon bl tsben plaoe, Af the mm of e
cerury, the aowial scien e Ervestbpation of o was prooory pied wiih Be pas
tholigies of Negns i, nkerpreting sach pathologies as evicenao: of the il
cilly el alien o luse of U Megmo, cundemeesd by hened iy oo permansst ke
staticn. Twerr o Theee decackes Laber. rarbal Inequa e wenr taken s evideroe of
pervasiae progudice and discresicction. Dinder M s ikl bectual negime, the
Prgrn “problem™ was siused inorhe Pearte and maeds o white ciliaens asd
ther dliscrimndnabory practces of while sockety,

Brr Hoox Sovnnmd Mok Par. 1l il envimmimendaliom had talimn cemr A e
can ol sicme, Whe prosume thal its enlremsdune wes & reflectiom iof a mone
geperal b bowend pgalitarianism smong American dires, and thai ihe Tinerzl
e rinments vt positioned m America’s most presiighous aniversities con
tributed direcly o 4 more cacially egalitsrian public disoanms = Following
thr war, their couse was perhaps advanoed Iy “ervulsion agaired the ra sm of
the Maris™ ard by Asvericen i—kn'ﬂhm“ﬂg-m|mﬂmlsd
racial discrisanation at home thet undermined eilfots fo oompeis wiih the %o
wiel Lindom hoe the krvalty of the peoples of Asda and Africa  Pablic discussions
o rioe cama i bo comimated by the assumpdions of Bbernal orndnes s,
and this ronfirmucs b be lrve. lor Lhe miost pant, ssdey.
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The virual diappearanes of hiedopical mckam rom (8 circkes leaves open
thrq-.-uh'ﬂuiuhdu:iahmdmhwllﬂumﬂi average citlzens. The
arswer bene agpeans to be yes, though the svalenie i Fragmentlary. O bit
rormes from 3 <oriesof careiul stus ies smckertaben by Apaedbe g his ool leagues
im. e carly 1970, set i the Bam Francism Bay Area and recounted in The
Aty of Rachad Atnrsdes: In this resssarch, Amerscans were quistioned bt
e elfeiimaes ey pav Betveem Blacks andd wihines amed, mosi pelevam ko ouar
mmmmm“hﬂuﬂﬂqmm e 01 Ty Gl Buat
refativel ¥ few whiben allobsabed racial iwalitic: b bt 8iTererwes o il
ferenir= In miefleusl cepacty. differences “im e geres,” in the “oukesp™
il backs ard whites, to differences “in the bloed.” Roughly 6% of Bay Area
whines wene in peredssdon of @ pure versiin of 4 genelic accousd fur raclal dif-
fenenoes, and another 16% or 50 verpeanted such thimking partially. Biolngical
rackm wis relatively unguopular, thendore. and it was keasd popular asmoeg
prringEr frud Basther-od ueates] wivites, soggnsstivgs thal it meght b lading swey
aeethar @

(her evidence supports this conclusion moer directiy. In both the 1573
arn] 1984 MES surveys, while Suseriowse were asked to consider whaether ther
thougzit blacks came fremn a less-able race In 1972, 3% of while Americars
sibacribed W0 the view that blade were disablled br virtue of ther binlogical
inluritasee: by 1986, the percentage had [alben ko 24% #

Arother ared final example pertains o the allegation of reclal dferences in
intdligrmee. Beginning wilh a nabseral saevey canmcd oot by KOBRC in 7812
whitr Amuritars have bven askod purasdially whoethes duey U blacko amd
whites are repual in native wecllgreee. In 19, fover then hall of the whate
inborewed (A% ) agrovd that blacks wers the intelliviual egaal of whites; by
1956, 8% did 3o This = a remarkabir imcnman = ws short o tirme, offering hr-
thaer bestimeoeny Lo the dechning bortynes of moiogical mopm

Fromn soveral quaricrs, then, it seems reasonable b conchode Ehat racial
b wildrwend an imponiant charge tn venhctaoeniury Aoerica, and
ot oy amoeg whibe elited but also within the whise public gencrally. The
rertaan uf pemrte: deffrencr, of g disedvamiage. & now ks prosssel
Hhan i e wan 'l'.l:'.Hulig'ir.nl arguniacs has sl diEappianed alingather, but
it nas diminsmed . Kacial prepoduy na keger hasygs on e comernben. that
hzcdx are an muitnor raoe, noapactsbed from thae oubet by e binlogical
Lobaemiamas,

Tha declime of baological Tacism: mest not be equated with the decline of
raciam gewrally. That oaect while ARwricans mo bomger subsceibe b @ view
Eﬂ'rlinrh.:lrnrri'rlflh.lhy infer i panedic end oymend e a sign of el Sropmes,
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