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Course Introducton

Thiz conrse focuses on international and global perspectives wathin political geography, not smplr the
locahions of conspecoous capes or strateme bays. It is desipned to promote cotical dunking skillz through
emphasziz on the endoong problem:= and emerming challenges that produce mtermatonal relahons and
economec globalization. The courze 1= demened for the upper-dimizion level It surrers zome important
aspects of the '=1Jl:l-d.15-::1|:_:lia.t.1-r= of Pohteal Geopraphy and conventional topics i International Affairz. The
courze does sl engage 1 3 systematic mventory of remonal 1szues and local confhet=. Instead, contemporary
developments m the world’s egons (especially Eastern Eorope and the former Somet Umion as weell as
Southwest Asia and sub-Saharan Africa) are uvsed to dlostrate concepts from lectores and readings.
Conceptoally, the course mclodes attention to conventonal 1szues hke ‘peopolitics’ and “globabzation’ whaile 1t
alzo addreszes theorebcal questions concemme the hrphen” between ‘nmations’ and “states’. Concally, the
courze seeks to develop nporous thinkang about such exphcitly spatial themes as these winle al=o challenmpng
amphstic clasms bke “the wodd 15 flar’. Accordingly, assipnments incorporate a mage of texts, old and new,
popular and scholarky, a= well as politically charged :mage= and sconds from web-bazed archives; zigmibcant
cartoeraphse artifacts and novel peographic misnalizatons are al=o kev components m the course.

In Part L the class consders impenahsm and geopolitics nang conventional and enmical perspectves.
Histoncally, the course =oovers the 19* centory ‘grand chessboard’ and “clazsical’ peopolitc: before
conudenng newer forms of power. Kevwords mcloding “state’, “scale” as well as “great game’ geopobtics and
notions of objective and percerved strateme valoe are the pome areas of study mutally. Empincally, cases
inchiding Gesmany, GGhana Great Brtain, India, Bussia, Bwanda, the Soriet T_Tﬂic:-ﬂ., Tuﬂse" and the Umted
States are vzed to dlustmate competing ceopoliteal perspectives and stratemc assumphons. MNext questions
about the Cold War and :deas about ‘contasnment’ stratemes will be presented in terms of their peosraphse
components, threat perceptions, and territorial desipns. In Part I, coment thinkme on topses nchidimg:
ethno-nanonabsm, uneven development, ciml war, escurce -::nﬂﬂi-:t} state  falure, food securr,
transboundarr disputes, world-svstems analvses, and neckberal uibancration wall be the focus. Owemll
reachnes, lectures, and recitations are desipned to mntrodoce, conceptuakize, and coticize kev ideas, pracuces,
and processes affecting plobal affairs and knking them to oneven geogmapluc cotcomes.

Reatanon and Performance

In response to student reqoests, the cour=e was restructored i 1996 as a two lectores /one recrtation per week
format, dosng the summer we will hold two recitation-style meetings /week Thiz experiment is suecessfol
when all students come to the discuss:on sections hamng read the matenal completed the ker terms and
concepts’ wockzheet, and prepared additional questons or coteal comments. Aandatory recitabon mestings
provide an opporunity to dizcns: and debate material: m general and to zeek concepmoal claribeation
RECITATICNS BEGIN THE WEEK OF JULY 5. Detail: about the format and requirements of the
research paper will al=o be given in recimnion and we will ke attendance. 3vccess in this course 1= 2 foncoon
of the well-proven formula: attendance starme current wath the seadings. and askne for help when needed.
Use of the lectore notes from the webmte 1z no sobsttote for class attendance. Yoo mmust complete the
‘Fectaton Sheets’ to recerre credit for pamicrpation, as =mply showng vp 1= no substitote for thooghtiul
engasement with the matenal

Sources and Web-based Matenals
There iz no textbook, thoogh we will read varioos text-like chapters az well a= research article: on electromc
reserve; brief supplement= or web-lmk= (Le Erssemin artcles) will be added to the homepage throughout the
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term a= relevant events unfold Detmls on acceszmyp the electronic files are given on the covr=e webpape -
hittp: / /owowe, colorado.edu /geography /class_homepages fgeog 4712 sumlly FDF files of the class
materals (text-only and ker diaprams /maps) vzed i lecture age alzo available ma the website for pre-lectoze
pentns and thiz shoold help to alleviate frantic note-takeng. The vsername for these notes is geog4712 and
the password is 3000t (zee pent copr o ask the TA).

Grades, Exams, Deadhines
Grades are assioned on the basi= of 0% swdterm; 30°%C final examination; 30% term paper and 10%
recitation performance. It is imperative that all stodents come prepared to the discusmon section with the
reacing completed The =ame readings will be the baz= for the queshons on over half of the smd-term and
final examemations. The midterm will be Monday July 19 15th. Written proposals for the paper are due in
hard copr form on Thursday July 15 at Spm. Final term papers must be submitted by Foday Juby 30 at
Spm. The final exam will be August 6, m class.

Course Descnption

We begn wath a boef storr of “geopoltics™, partculady as the held derveloped 1n the West alonp=ide
explomtion, colomzaton, and mmpenahsm. Here, arpoments from the 3ocial Daronmst school meloding
‘ermironmental determinizm’ and “organic states” are mtrodoced to contextalbze both eady and contemporary
approaches to gpecpobbical reasoning. Such arpuments are also con=idered vaung more modem ‘cotical’
approzches and are introduced alongmde areuments about ULS. power elatire to German geppelinz and global
stratesr susronnding the Cold War, Loolkine at the post-Cold War wordd, we then examine nneven outcomes
associated with neckberal globahzation and sew forms of confhiet Here we conzder vanons “transitolopists"
and ‘shock therapasts’ to vnderstand recent developments i “post-Soriet Bozwua’, the Ahddle East’, and
Afries’. (Questhons about ‘Europe’s b’ and Torker's “proper place’ in the community of natons and the
Enropean Neighborthood are al=o detzded in thus sechon.  After the midterm we tom to comprehenzire
framewotk: for vaderstanding the vanable pecpraphy of contemporary global economic and politcal
chanee: mcloding “uneven development™ and “wodd-svstems thecrr™ Then we use these theoses, among
others, to vnderstand contemporary changes within particular wodd repon= and acros: spabal scales. We
examine economic chanees first Parli-:ula.tly under the mbne of “globabzaton™, and lock at what effects
these dramatic changes have on localities in different parts of the [Third) world Finally, we analrze the
reazons why “natonabsms=" and conflicts zeem to be boomng, both iiteza]l'r and ﬂgl:u:ahrel": dezpite p::-pulat
decrees about “globahzanon’s flatteners” and the “end of the manon-staze™ We conclode with
conuderations of how the polineal peography of the 21* centory world might evolre and how nations/ states
might tranzform or vamsh.

The conrze has an inteprative character and requires basic knowledse about international affaies. It seeks to
an=wer big gqueshons about how pglobal social political and ecomomwe processes unfold to transform
indirydual: or communites and produce parnicular natonal places or urban spaces. Reading a subztantive
newspaper of magamne, such as The MNew York Timer, The Guardiay, The Ecnsmint or the BBEC MNear webpage
(mews. bbe oo &) helps dramatically to a-:-:lui.fe for den‘:lﬂ-p knowledee of plobal confletz and coment events.
Toe Imrermational Crins Growd (worw.cis: szweb, org), Werld Prer Rewew (wowowotdpress.orp), BebelFek
(wurorrebeforebant), Inmvtue for War and Peae Haperting (woowawpenet), and Inerermavong’ Relotons and Seqoiy
Nerwerk mn;*—:leﬂ' h] Pr-:-ﬂ-:le vp-to-date, moanced, transparent soorces of backsround materal and
localized .3.1'.'I.31'FE|.= of -E:-D:I‘.'I.El:l.ll"l‘ and displacement worldwde.
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Honor Code and Plammansm

The College of Arts and Sciences passed an Honor Code a few vears apo. All students of the University of
Colorado at Boulder are sesponzble for Enowing and adl‘.c-ﬂn.g to the acadermec mtepnty pobicy of this
nsttoton. Violatons of this polker mar inchide: cheating. plagari=m asxd of acadesme dishonesty, fabreation,
king. briberr, and threatensme behamor. All inoident= of acadesme mizconduet shall be repc-rted to the Honoz
Code Couneil (honorf@coloado.edn; 303-T23-2173). Smdents who ate fouond to be m wolation of the
acadermc mtegrity P—n]u:_" will be =subject to both academic samctions from the facultr member and non-
academuc zancuons incloding but not hruted to vamersity probation, suwepension, or expul=on).

http:/ ‘vrww.colomdo.edo, acadenmics ‘honorcode

Turmnon.com

A ker element of this code 1= that CU smodents will not plagianze (pung the word= and thoughts of others as
vour own). As part of the effort to control plagansm and to ensoge that submutted work= from students are
folly their own, the Unmersity has subscobed to Tumltln com. It 15 the mstroctor’s mitent to sobmmut the
stodent papers 1 (Geog. 4712 to Towmltlncom and to @re a g:u:le of F m the course to any student mn
niclation of the CU Honor Code. = = : =

different clazzes wmthout the expess pem:ussmﬂ of b-:u:h instuctors. Ifa ‘E-'I.'I:IdEI:I.‘I.' ha'= AT -:11.1-5513-:-11'= ah-:-ut 1:‘:'..15
procedure or about anv matter repardme proper citation and the Honor Code, he or zhe should talk to 2 TA

of the mnstoictor.

Dhsabihty Accommodanons
If vou guahfy for accommodations becaovze of a disabdbty, pleaze sobmmt a letter from Dhizabality Sermces m a
hmel'-.' manner 50 that vour needs may be addreszed. D:'=3hﬂ.1t'.' Services determines accommodations bazed
on docomented dizabilities. Contact 305-492-367 1, Willard EIEE wow. Colorado. EDT /dizabilitysermces.

Relimous Accommodanon
Campus pobier regasding rebipons obzerrances requares thar facoltr make every effort to reasonably and fairly
deal with all smdent= who, becanze of rehmons oblipatons, have confhets with scheduled exams, aszignments
ot requared attendance. If vou bekeve that vou sught have such a conflict, pleaze see the instmector.

Classroom Behavior
Stodents and facoltr each have responzibidity for mamtaming an approprate learmne envronment. Stodents
who fal to adhere to soch behamoral standard: mavr be =subject to discrphne. Facultr have the professional
responsihabity to trear all smdents with naderstanding, digmity and respect. to puide clazzroom discusmon and
to zet reasonable hmitz on the manner m which they and thew smdents expres= opiions. Professional
courtesy 15 especiallr important wiith « fespect 1o individoals and topics dealing with the pohneally senszitive
51.11:1&-:: matter of this class. Diversity of opuion 1= welcomed

FIEASE TURN OFF CEIL. FHONES AND ALY UNNECESSARY COMPUTER FROGR AMS

i



