Vulture portfolio assignment
ENG 483, Spring 2006, Bradley Dilger

For thiz assipnment, vou will become an editorial vulture. Azzemble a
portfolio of ten to twelve found documents which need editing. Select six
pieces to edit. Perform the editing tasks, waote up a boef description of the
work vou completed for each piece, and collect the edited work in a
portfolio.

Eegjn with one of each of the fn:r]lmt.‘iﬂg documents:

1. A feature or npiﬂinﬂ article from the Western Comrrer
2. A s].']lahus or EEEigﬂﬂlEﬂt.
3. A flier or other one-page text from a c-:ummunitjr Of Campus -:urga_ﬂizaﬁnn.

Fill out vour portfolio with other documents of vour choice. Anything 13 fair game—ssgnage, church
bulleting, take-out menus, a textbook excerpt—whatever vou come across in your daily kife (though
vou should #oruse documents we edit in class). Please stove for a vanety of texts, cultivating a wide
range of stvles and content.

You will edit 2ix of the documents in thiz portfolio, enpaging in multiple types of editing. Before
beginning your editing, look over each piece carefully, and think about itz strengths and weaknesses.
Which levels of edit seem reasonable? What problems or weakneszes seem most pressingr Refer to
vour notes and coursze texts as you look over the documents you've collected.

Plan for two of each of the kindz of edit Amy Einzohn describes: kght, medium, and heavy.
Obwiously, this will influence vour decision about which documents you should edit—and perhaps
which you should include in your portfolio.

When editing, use standard editors™ marks, and follow the editonal practices we discuss in class—be
neat, polite, systematic, and methodical Refer questions about editonal style to the Chingoo Mansa! of
Style (ves, even for the newspaper article). If your editing raises questions which cannot be answered
by Checgge, vizsit the WIU library or mv office hours to consult one of the references Amy
recommends (such as Garner's Liaionary of Amentcan Usageé). When vou write editorial queries, do
vour best to conceptualize the woter accurately, though you are working without real clients. If you
need some guidance, I can help.

If you select documents that are difficult to mark up legibly, use techniques which ensure vour edits
can be easzily underztood—transcribe the copy, uze a breakout or bubble technique, enlarge the
document using a photocopier, or all of the above. 3ee our course textz and your notes for other
sugpestions—neatness matters when editing, and vou need to start good editor:al habitz now.

The draft

You must Pe,rfmm Tour draft editz on ::c:pies -:u:’jn:rur c:rigjnal documentz. Y ou may need to re-edit
the documents to make clean final copies, or if you make mastakes, and this 13n’t possible if you've
marked up vour -:ur:i?r.:a.h.

The draft is worth 75 pounts, and 13 evaluated using three criteria:

. Are zll parts of the aaaig_mnent present and u:u:-:nplete?
. Does the draft Pm‘riu:le evidence of reazonable effort?
3. Do the documents preser_ted meet the assigLﬂmt cotenar
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Presentation

Place vour collected, edited documents in a binder or folder of some kind. Pﬂper- chp any edit-pieces
with ﬂlulthlE pages. If you edit a single article or document out of a larger piece, please copy or cut
it out. In other words, dc: whatever 13 necessary to achieve a professional presentation. But don’t
bind vour work in a manner which makes it difficult to annotate.

The first page of your portfolio should be an annotated table of content: which names your edit-
pieces and the level of edit applied, followed by one or two paragraphs descrbing the 13sues vou
focused on, and vour reasons for selecting the relevant level of edit.

When submutting the final portfolio, include vour draft, as well as commments from reviewers (mine
as well as vour peer editor).

Schedule
Thiz iz subjﬂct to n::hj_ngﬂ. Check the courze web site for UPﬂ.ﬂtES-
As sigtmmﬂt diztribution Feb 7
As aigtment dizcuzzed in class Feb ©
Feer Preview Feb 16
Draft Pu:rrtfc:]ic: ard peer TETIEW Feb 23
Final Pnr‘tfu:-]in:- March ©
Assessment
For thiz assugtment focusz on: 1 ﬂ.ﬂdmg a *raﬂeh' of documents; ( | perfu:-mung accurate, mmplete

h_gh-q._l;a]_t'_r ed_hn_g; L_-J' J presentlng that EdiLﬂg Pl‘ﬂfE!SEiDﬂﬂll‘_l.'. See b&lcm' for more E'PEHECS.

Area evaluated Optimal Adeguate Unsatisfactory
Thorough Omne or fewer minor problems  Seveml smnor or one mayor MNumeroos zerons problems
ediong, piven  whuch should be addressed are  problem remain winch should  remam in docoment—far more
the level of edit  not corrected be addressed at the pven level  than appropoate for edit level
(=0
Maich of level  Level of edit noted in table of  Editing of document either too  Far too moch of too httle editing
claimed and contents cleartr shapes editonal  mten=re of not intensire performed; edit level zeems
performed (23) de-:muﬂ-nlalﬂﬂ.g enough for level clamed randomily selected
Presentanon (13) Well-orzanized and presented, A few problems wath Problems wath formartng or

with a profesmonal appearance,  presentation Of COEAMZANON, appearance; few of no

and clear and detasled and perhaps low detal bot annotations in table of contents;

annotations 1 @ble of content: nothing which interferes writh dezorgan:zed

pnderstandimng

Accuracy in No erors mtrodoced by editing: Some errors mtroduced; strle or Editne mtroduces several new
edinng (20) strle and content are altered only content are affected i minor errors; strle of author

:f abzolutelr neceszarr wars, of strongly m a few places  vaneceszanky affected
Meat and Convennonal editine marks Editing mark= sometmes Editng mark= often hard to
standard vzed; systemic and neat marking :reepolar or dllepble; occasional  follow, due to non-standard o
marlang (13) sloppuess sloppT markng
Daversity of A heteropeneons collechon of  Some of the documents Little or no diversity in leneth
documents content. several different lenpth= prezented are more or less content, or goality of edit-pueces
selected (13) of text, and a variety of wnrerchangeable

problems and quahties

“Nulure portfolic” name mspired by Bill Willizmeson (o) dot wiliamson 2t wii dot edu).



