4/9 Gottfredson and Hirschi
Characteristics of crime
Easy
Immediate grabhficaion
o Cash, even coins, are taken more often than checks/cards/TVs
o Very often not planned (because they act on impulsive desire for immediate grabificaton)
Few or meager long-term benefits
o Thus often due to criminal activities the ciminals are not able to retain long-term goals
o There can’t really be professional criminals then
Excifing and nsky
o Teenagers steal cars for joy-nding
o Very rarely cars are stolen for partsano market for that (Junkyards); and too hardtoo moch effortacnme 15
supposed to be easy
Pain or discomfort for the vicim
o Many offenders are quite insensitive of the feelings of their vichm
Minmimal tolerance for frustration or conflict

They thus define crime: “Acts of force or fraud undertaken 1n purswit of self-interest™
These characteristics of cime indicate something about the traits of those who commt crime
Criminality 15 reflected in crime
Analogue activities: behaviors that have similar characteristics as cnminal behaviors

Murders: remove some obstacles to immediate goals. Robbery: he cannot control the vichm, offender use the gun
not just threaten the vichm, but to kill the vicom.

Burglary: immedate problem, economic problem, burglary can be the solution.

A lot of stuff was taken, a lot of stuff was not. Why scoop up coins but leave other valuables: becaunse those goods
are too heavy to carry. Coins: give them immediate grabfication, buy some cokes!

Few or meager long-term benefits:
break friends, no famaly fies, no long term career
same true to embezzlement: stealing some cash by cashier: not a lot

Exaning and nsky: virtually impossible to sell a stolen car: if the thef want to sell, he will take parts, whach 1s

complicated.
(Cars are stolen by teenagers: when the stolen car was out of gas, just leave it on the sireet

Pain or Discomfort for the victim-
what the cnime supgests of the cnminal themselves.
People who would commit crime: the traits of people reflected in ther acts.



This type of person: have traits.
We are locating the reason of caime 1n the person themselves. Crther things:

Other behaviors: deviant, not necessanly illegal.
Smoking

Dnnkang

Using Dmgs

Micit Sex

Micat Children

Accidents

A tendency to take nisks.

Arcidents: people’s tendency to take nisks.

These behaviors are not necessarily criminal

Undetlyving the traits of cnminal. Self-control

(& and H: central point: self-control

Def: the diff tendency of people to avold criminal acts whatever the arcumstances in which they find themselves.

Contrarary to roufine activities theory: in cerfain arcumstances a person 1s more likely to come.
No matter what they are, they have low self-conirol, and they are more hikely to cnme.
This theory disregard social ecology, place, time.

If low self-contrel explained everything, then every and any kand of crime 15 can
sed by self-conirol

This theory explains the relationships between different factors.

The relations between crime and drugs: spunous, stores do not bring babies. Same with drogs and cnime.
Drugs and cnme through offenders’ low self-control: leads to criminal actvity:

Porn and rape: study: spuniously assoclated. Both of them are reflecion of self conirol, immediate granficahion.

Why people have low self control?

Connection between social control and self control are not clear.
Social control theory: 5

self control 15 developed wathin families, parents.

Parent: foster self control 1n a person.
If the mother don't attach to the child, the child 1s more likely to delinquent

Parent Supervision: as parents control the child, the chuld 1s trained to control himself. Indirent control: the child
learnt to control himself.



Parents must recognize deviant behavior: Identifies behavior that exibit low self control.
If children don't develop self control through regular lives, they are less likely to self confrol against cnime.

Cnime 15 fun, pumishment made the fun out of 1t

Rather than pumishing the child for doing something bad, the parents rewards. That's negative! Don't say no to
children: negative.

People react more to costs than rewards. So punishment 15 necessary.

Parents in criminal activity: cannot do these things.

Cniminal parents cannot recognize deviant behavors.

Criminal parents: oppose authorities, like the teachers. Not allowed their chuldren to be controlled by outside
behaviers. The parent is net disaoplining the child and take self-control out of the chold.

Pumish: those parents physically abusive, when pumshing. Parent- low self-control. The parent 15 looking for an
easy solution to the problem. This explains why we often see crime runming in families.

Cnme continues from one generation to the next.

Criminal parent-criminal choldren A parent lack of self control cannot foster the self control of the child, which

lead to the cnminal behavior. That's why crime often run 1n families.
(& and H: they don't think a person’s level of self-comtrol could be chanped, established around 10, remain

relafively stable throughout the person’ s ife. No inshiufion could merease that.
A person’s relative level of self conirol could stay through time.
That person will always have a lower level of self control than the rest of the populahon.

 and H: men in priscn make fremendous 1n the self control. Some of them became vegetanans. That change 1s
brought by the inshitution of prisons. & and H 15 missing this point. Self-conirol theery:

two general schools of cnminal: classical, posifvist.

(> and H fits n both schools. They show that cnme 15 chosen. (dassical)

Positratst: low self-control: more likely to choose cnme. Explain why some pecple have lower self control than
others, they are more likely to be imvolved in cnminal activity.

2. What are the similanties and differences between Akers' differential reinforcement theory, Hirschn's social
control theory, and Gottfredson and Hirschi's self conirol theory?

Similanties:

All of them involve In parents’ rale

Likelihood of people commut crime 15 a big part of all the thecries.
Thev don't focus on motivation, they just focus on a condibion.

Dhfferences:



