Law of Mass Communication

COM 415
Spring 2014
Dr. Bath Blanks Hmndrman Classtime: T & Th, 12-1:13pm
Office: 209 Commmmcation Addibon Foom: Carpentar 101
Phone: 335-8738 Office hours: W & Th 10:43-11:45 & by appt.
Email: ehindmanfwsu.eadu Angel site: hitp/lms wenedu

Turnitin com: Cowrsze ID 7457503, Paszword HuzoBlack

(Email iz the best way fo reach me .. I try fo respond prompily during buziness howrs. Be sure 1o send mail from vouwr
Wil email address; the Wil email system classifies hotmail, gmail, etc. accounts as junk )

Course descripnon
Law of Mazs Commumication wall imfroduce students to the bazic concepts surroumding, and theories of, the
First Amendment's protechons of speech and press.

Reguored textbook
Tedford, Thomas L. Fresdom of Speach in the United States, 7" ad.

Grading

Grading wall be based on the followang critena:
Exams (3 at 100 ponts) 300 pomts
Qzzes (3 at 15 points each) 100 points
Free expression current event paper 130 pomt=

Optional free expression current event Optional (wall avverage with low score from Exam 1 or 2)

Grading 1= recorded on a standard percentazs scals, wath the following breakdowns:
A 93% and above (311-350 pts) C 73-76.99% (401422 pts)

A 90-92.99% (495-510 pts) - 70-72.59% (3835400 pts)
B+ 87-89.99% (478494 pts) D+ 67-69.99% (363-384 pts)
B §3-36.99% (456477 pts) D 63-66.99% (346-167 pts)
B- 80-82.99% (440455 pts) F £2.99% and below (0-345 pts)

C+  77-79.59% (423-439 pts)

Participation and attendance

Attendance and participahon m Commumication Law are vital to vour imderstanding of the matennal. Whale I
will not take aftendance. you should be aware that 1t wall be very difficult to do well 1n the course 1f vou choose not to
attend clas=s,

Pleaza mo cell phone uze of any land durms class. Addifionally, vou mav use laptops during lecture, bt only
for purposes directly related to class (hike taking notes). If vour use of vour laptop becomes dizruptive to yourself, to
me or to others, I wall ask vou to put 1t away.

Quuzzes

Thera vall be five quizzes throughout the zemester, worth 23 pomfs each. They will primanh- consist of short
anzwer and multiple choice questions. The first 100 quiz pomts count toward vour grade; therefore you may miss cne
gz without penalty, and/or any points you eam above 100 are extra credrt. (huzzes canrot be made up for any

=il

" The total points possible from quizzes is 125; quizzes are worth 100, which means you may sam up to 235 extra credit

points from your guiz scores.
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Exams

There vall be three axams which wall test vour knowladse of the readimgs and class lecture and discuszion
Thesa exams will be a combinztion of short answer and short eszay.  Exams usually vall require to you apply your
knowledze of the law fo an actual or hypothetical case. You mmst take all three exams to pass the class. Make-up
axames will be permitted only 1n rare ciroumstances, mnst be scheduled prior to the sat exam time. and will be far more
difficult than the schaduled-time exam

Exam 1 wall cover Introduction through Hate Speech; Exam 2 wall cover Prnor Restramt through Privalezs;
Exam 3 will cover Fair Tnal throusgh Pornography and Obscerty.

Free exprezzsion current events paper

Each of you wall write a paper outhming the lagal 1ssues surrounding some current first ameandment
controversy. Y ou will summarn=s the 125ue. explamn the lesal aspects of if, and use relevant caze law to suggest what the
outcoms of that 1ssue should be. You wall need to upload vour paper to waw hmutincom to check for plasar=m
1zzues. For wwrw turmitin com the class ID 12 7457503, and the password 15 HugoBlack MAlore information wall be
available on the clazz website.

Fmal paper (optional)

If vou chooze to, you may write a second current event paper, which will act as extra credit. Your topic on this
paper must be from a differant area of law than your first corrent event paper (for exampls, 1f vour first was about fres
speech, vour second must be about free press). Your score on this paper wall be averaged wath the low score from
among vour first two exams; that average wall replace vour low exam score. So, for example, if vour low exam score 1=
30 out of 100, and vour extra credst paper earns 10 out of 100, the averaze of the two (and thus vour new low exam
sCOTe) 18 7 3.

Addmonal informanon

Accommodanon for disabilities

Reazonable accommodations are avalable for students wath a documentad dizabahity. If vou have a dizabality
and nead accommodations to fully participate mn this class, please erther vzt or call the Access Centar (Washinston
Bwmlding 217; 508-3353-3417) to scheduls an appomtment with an Access Adwisor. All accommodations MUST be
approved throush the Access Cantar.

Academuc dishonesty

Plagianzm and other forms of cheating and'or acadenuc musconduct wall not be tolerated, and wall result in
sanchons rangmg from failure of an assignment to fanlure of the elazs. Addrhonally, I wall report all mstances of
acadermic musconduct to the Office of Student Standards and Accountabality

I define plasian=m as the approprniation of ancther’'s lansuage, thoughts, 1deas or creation, and represantation
of them as one’s own. For further explanation of plamansm and other forms of academic mmzconduct, please zze
kttp:/conduct. wen.eduw'pelicies standards-of-conduct’
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Schedule
Date: Topic: Eeading (all from Tedford & Herbeck):
Jan 14 Infro to lawy
Thaoras of free spaach
Jan 16 Theores of free spoach Ch 1,15 and ch 2 (part:I & IT)
Jan 21 & 23 Sadition & Fadical Speach/ Ch. I (pant IIT} and ch_ 3
Compalled Speech
Jan. 28 & 30 Public formm Time, place Ch 11 {(part= 1L IT, IIT &V}
and manner
Jan. 30" Qniz 1 {Intro, Theories, Sediion, Compellad)
Feh. 4 Syinbolic speech Ch 11 (part IV}
Feb. 6& 11 Fighting words & Hate Speech Ch 7
Feb. 13 Prior restraint Ch. @
Quiz ! (FonunTPAL Svmb, Fl/ Hata)
Feb. 15 EXAM#1
Feb. 20, 25 & 27 Lib=l Ch4
March 4 Qmiz 3 (Prior Festramt and Libel}
March &, 11 & 13 Privacy Ch 3
(Alarch 6 iz the lazt day to tum in Current Event paper for 20 points exira aredit)
March 25 Prmalege Ch. 10 (part IT}
March 27 Catch up and review
iz 4 (Privacy and Privilege)
(Aarch 27 is the la=t day to tam in Current Event paper for 15 points axtra cradit)
April 1 Fair trial Ch. 10 (part I)
April 3 Mo class meetme— N Jurmow Svinposm day
April § EXAM#2
April 10 & 15 Electromic media Peeadinz provided onlme (from earhier edition of teot)
(April 10 is the la=t day to tum in Current Event paper for 10 point: extra credit)
April 17 Copnright Ch. 13
Quiz & (Fair Trial and Elactromnic)
April 22 Corporate Convmerceal speech Ch &
April 24 & 20 Pomography & Obacanity Ch 6
Current event paper i= duoe bv April 24
Mayl Catch up and review
May 2 (Friday) OFTIONAL EXTEA CUREENT EVENT PAPEEDUEBY 5 pom.
Aonday, Aay 5, 8- 10am EXAM#3

" Quiz dates are subject to change; normally quizzes will be hald the class pariod following the day we finish the
topac(=) coverad by that quu=.



