Philosophy 225 MO & M1 Fall 2000

INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY
P1225 MC: 1:00 - 1:50 MWF, Plumb Hall 409
P1 225 MD: 2:00 - 2:50 MWT, Plumb Hall 409

Instructor: Dir. Ted Toadvine

Office Hours:  3:00 - 4200 MW and 3:30 - 4:30 Thursdays (or by appointment) in Plumb Hall 411P
Phone: 341-5566 (office); 341-5462 (Social Sciences Secretary)

limal: toadvinti@ emporia.eduo

REQUIRED TEXT
Trapersing Philosapbical Boundaries, ed. by Max Hallman (Wadswaorth, 1998).

COURSE OBJECTIVIES

* To come to an understanding of relevant 1sspes and arpuments surrounding some of the deepest and most endurnng
philosophical problems, e.g_, Is there an eternal self? How can | disiinguish right from wrong? What are my obligations
to other people and the world around me? What role should religion play in sociery?

* T'o explore the diverse perspectives and positions on these 1sspes across a wide range of coltures and time perinds.

* ‘T'ointroduce you to the specific ways of thinking appropnate for philosophical guestions and train you to think and write
critically about philosophical issues.

* T'o encourage you to reflect philosophically on these and other significant 1ssues which confront us all today.

This course fulfills the "Mulocultural Intensive™ course requirement and the General Education requirement in Literature
and ldeas (Basic Skills V1) for certain majors.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

* averape of weekly short quizzes = 3%
* 2 600-word take-home essays (@ 15% each = 0%
* mid-term and final exams (@ 200 cach = 4%

1. Attendance at the lectures is absolutely crocial for understanding of the readings and participaton in class discussion.
Therefore, attendance at every class is expected as a minimal requirement for this course. It is your responsibility to
document your attendance on a sheet which will be circulated in class. Missing FIVE classes FOR ANY REASOMN will
result in a foll grade reducoon. In the event that ALL FIVE absences are the result of an extreme medical condinon,
documented by a statement from your physician or Health Services, notify me as soon as possible to discuss extra
assipnments to make up for your missed nme. Afrer the fifth absence, each forther absence will result in an addinonal full
grade reduction. There 1s no need to document illness for fewer than five absences, except in the case of having missed
a quiz or exam doe to an emergency.

2. You are expected to he in command of the assigned readings PRICOR to the class penod in which we will discuss them.
Otherwise, any attempt to discuss the material will be a waste of ime. Some of the readings will be quite dense and require
effort on your part to understand them. Give yourself tme to read difficult passages more than once. T'o encourage you
tr read the assigned material before class, there will be bnef, unannounced quizzes at the beginning of class almost every
week. Passing these quiezes will require that you CAREFULLY read all assipnments, review material from the previous
classes, and arrive at class on time. NO MAKLEUP QUEAZES will be given for those who are absent or late for class
without documentanon of an emergency.

3. You will wnte towo take-home essays, each worth 15% of the final course grade, in response o questions distribuoted in
class. lissays must be brought to class on the due date, since smudents will be selected at random to read essays to the class.
lissays must be at least 600 words (about 2 pages), and a WORD COUNT must appear on the first page of your essay.
Papers less than the mmmimum number of words will receive an “I°." Lissays will only be accepted if TYPEWRITTEMN,
DOUBLE-SPACED, STAPLED, AND PROOEF-READ. No late papers will be accepted without documentanon of an
emergency. For help constructoing your essays, please read the Appendix in Hallman, "W ntng Philosophically® (665-684).
[Further assistance 15 available from the Wnnng Center, 345 Southeast Morse Hall (341-5380). If you anticipate trouble
with your wntng, please consult with the Wrinng Center or myself as soon as possible dunng the semester. Students
having trouble with wrinng fundamentals may be required to seck assistance from the Wnnong Center as a condition for
continuing in the course.

4. OOn the days that essays are due, we will have a “reading day™ devoted to discossion of stndent papers. (On these days,
students will he selected at random to present their essays to the class and answer quesnons from classmates about their
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essays. 1 ou will not be graded on your reading or comments, except as follows: Faillure to read your essay on a day that

you are selected will result in a failing prade for that assipnment. If you have a lepiimate reason for not wishing to read
in front of the class, you must discoss this with me prior to the first essay assignment.

. Un the days indicated on the course schedule, you will take a mid-term and final examinaton, each worth 20% of your

final grade. Lach exam will have two parts: an “objective”™ component (true/ false, fill-in-the-blank, or short answer) and
an cssay component. Review sheets will he distributed one week prior to exams, and ample class ome will be provided
to ask questions about the material to be covered on exams. Fach exam will cover half of the course (1Le., the Final is non-
cumulative).

Discussion is crucial to this class, and | am counting on you to provide it. | will do my hest to make everyone feel at ease
and welcome to contnbute to the discossions. Talking with each other about these sometimes difficult and/or
controversial topics is a sure-fire way to understand them hetter (and it also makes for a ivelier class penod). 50 my hope
1= that you will put in your two cents whenever you are struck by a question, idea, problem, or ohjecoon. NO RELEVANT
REMARK 15 OUT OF BOUNDS IN THIS CLASS. As an added incentive for your participanon, | will take into account
your regular contnbutions to the ongoing discussion in borderline grade cases. For example, regular thoughtful
partcipation in discussion {(not just quantity, of course, but also quality) may raise a high “B™ grade (an 89, for example)
up to an “A"

PLEASE NOTIE

Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated. This includes plapiansm, the paraphrase or quotation of any

published or unpublished source—including the rexthook—without full and clear acknowledgment. If you are uncertain
about what documentation is appropriate, please consult the Wnting Center or myself before submitting your wntten

work. The university policy regarding academic dishonesty, as explained in the Student Handbook, will he stnctly enforced.

If you have a documented disahility, please let me know as soon as possible so that appropnate accommaodanons can be

made.

. As listed abhove, my office hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Frday, 3200 to 4:00, and Thursday, 3:30 to 4:30. 1 will be

spending these hours in my office for the sole purpose of being availlable for your gquestions. If these imes are not

convenient for you, and there is something you need to discuss with me, please ask to make an appointment. Messapes
can be left with the Social Sciences secrerary (PH 411) at 341-5462. You are also welcome to address inguines to me via

limail at toadvint{@emporna.cdu.

PROVISIONAL COURSE SCHEDULE

Specific reading assipnments and any schedule changes will be announced in class.

W eede /1) ates

Tapics

Assipred Readinps

Week 1: 8/21, 8/23, 8/25

Course Overview;, Introducoon to
philosophical rhinl.-.ing,'. Introduction oo
problems of self and wennty

The U

Introducoon (xvii-xx)
Self, Mind, and Body,
panishads,
Buddhist Scriprures (1-13)

Week 2: B/28 8/30,9/1 Rejections of an eternal soul, The Will to Hume, Schopenhaver (B-22)
Live, The Platonic soul Platoy {24-38)
Week 3: (9/4 — Holiday), 9/7, 9/8 Platonism and its cntics Spelman (44-57)

Week 4: 9/11,9/13,9/15

The bundle theory and existentializm

Parfit (6:5-72), Sartre (85-95)

Week 5 9718, 9/20,9/22

ESSAY 1 DUE, 9/18

(render and race as social constructs

Beauvoir, Zack (101-115)

Week 6: 9,25, 9/27,9/29

Introdecoon to Fthics: happiness, virtue,
and natural poodncss

Introducoon to Fthics (293-297)
Anstote, Mencius (297-308)

Wock 7 10/2, 1044, 10/6

[Duty, wtlity, and compassion

Kant (308-317), Bentham (325-;
&mﬂﬁ%-m} e

Week & 10/9, 10/11, 10/13

Respect for ife and the rejection of ethical

responsibility
Review for midierm

Mc(iaa (351-5)
Hospers (383-392)




Week 9: 10/16, 10718, 10,720

MIDTERM EXAM, 10/16
Introducnon to Polines, Social Contract
theory

Introducoon o Polincs (393-3946)
Plato (397-40%), Jefferson (414-418)

Week 10 10/23, 10/25, 10/27

Inequality and polincal authonty

Marx & Fingels (405-434)
Maududi (441-451)

Week 11: 10/30, 11/1, 11/3

Violence, power, and race

Gandhn, Carmichae] (489-5(060)

Week 12: 1176, 11/8
(11/10 — Holiday)

Anarchism
ESSAY 2 DUE, 11/8

Goldman (529-538)

Week 13 11/13, 11/15, 11/17

Introducnon o relpton, the nature and
forms of religious expenence

Introduction to Rebpion, Sant
Augustne, Black Elk (539-555)

Week 14: 11,20
(11/22, 11 /24 - Hohdays)

The I-Thou athiude

Buber (562-567)

Week 15: 11/27, 11,29, 12/1

Social ohhgaton, fermimnist spintualiy, and
paganism

King (568-579), Starhawk (589-595)
Lin (644-651)

Week 16: 12/4, 12/6, 12/8

Crnngue of reipion,

review for final exam

Russell (651-664)

FINAL EXAM
MC: Wednesday, 12/13, 1:00 - 2:50
MDD Thursday, 12/14, 1:00 - Z:50




