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" Coursze webzite: https://bbmvm edu’. Most of the course is conducted via Blackboard. Online lectures are at this URL:
hitp:/fwow. ovm.edn'~paych] lectores. himl
Your Blackboard ID and password are the zame as vour e-mail account. If vou are not on the Blackboard student list, ae-mail the
mstractor at psychl (@hoem edu
Contact Email: povckd (v adu. In most cases, vou wall set a reply wathin 1 buziness dav as e-mail 15 chacked rezularly.
Textbook: Joffe, TAN & J. Krulswatz (2007) Imeastigating the mind, brain, and behavior: An infroduction 1o poychology
i(3rd Ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson. ISEM (-336-328621-3

Psyc 001: The gist
Daily routine (note that time eztimatez are VERY approximate and will vary)
The courza covers the same matenal as the on-campus version of Peye 001, m a format that's tailored for the onbine emvirommment. It's
akso desizned to take abour a5 much time as the m-person version, although the time 15 spent doing somewhat different thines.
Comparad to the on-campus version, what you write — and how — 15 2 bizger determmnant of vour zrade than vour performance on
standardized {multiple-choica) exams.

In general, vou will have work that 13 due each day, Monday through Thursday over the five-wesk term. These are conzidered

class davs. There are 19, = mdicated on the first column of the schedule (last page).

Each unit of matenal 1z covered using ths three-step process.

1. Most class davs, you can expect to spend about 1.5 hours reading from the text. Then, vou wall spend about another hour
wriing about 1t — the Wnhne Azsienment (WA). WAs get submutted by 85:00 p.m. on their due date.

2. NMext vou'll review some online matenal that may melude video or other media and then respond to 1t m an online
dizcuszion forom. This takes a tofal of about 43 mimutes per assizmment. thoush thera are 2 such assiznments on most
clazz davs. Complete them on the assizrnment’s dizcuszion day — by §:00 p.m., which 1= typecally the day after the WA
12 due {but you may choose to complate them nght after worlans on the WA).

3. The followng day, you'll get details on the next step: the azzignment = reflection. Usually vou wall read what some of

yvour colleagues wrote, and reply to 1t. This should be about 1 hour of work. Complete that by 8:00 p.m. on the followans
dav. The schedule’s a bit different around exames, and thers are a couple of other exceptions.

You'll alzo spend time preparmg for and talans rmltiple-choice exams. They're online and opan-book (but timed).
Az a result of the scheduls, the course 13 not self-paced. You mayv complate some of your work a bit ahead of the deadlimes. But the
dizcuzsion, reflection, and exxam components are to be done durings specified penods of time and within deadlines. That's the zist!

Course Objective

PSYC 001 introduces students to the ways psychologists try to understand behavior scientifically. It does thus throush mtensve
examination of representative research rather than by attemptine a general survey of the entire field. The emphasiz 15 on how questions
are framed and evidence obtained to answer them and how theones are developed and evaluatad. By the end of the course, students
should be zble to think hike psychologists and have the skalls fo be crafical anabsts of clamms made zbout what we know and about the
efficacy of sohthions we offer. These skalls should sarve students well if they conhirme to work m the fisld, and make themn batter-
mformed consumers of psycholozical saraces whether they work 1 the field or not.

This course mvohbres readmne, wnhng, and conferencs. The leaming process 15 summed up mn this adapted quote from Francis Bacon
(15361-1626): “Reading maketh a full person, writing an exact person, and conference a ready person.”™ {0 Studis:.)

Reading

Investigaimyg the mind, bramm, and behavior. The textbook has six sechons. Each has an introductory chapter surveying the area,
followed by two to fivve chapters summanzing specific research studies 11 that area. As mmdicated on the Scheduls, along with the
chapter assizmed for online discussion (specafic studies), read the imtroductory chapter for the section. This wall increass your
understanding of the research chapters and provide mformation of use n onlme discuszion.

Writing about the textbook

A urihng zsiznment 13 due electromeally 25 noted on the schedule. Early in the semester, az vou're familianzme yourself with the
systemy, allow plenty of time to complate the assizmment befors the deadlime. Mote also that, on most class days, there are 2
assizrments.




Format and eriteria. Details are proided m Blackboard.
Grading. Aszsiznments are checked for completensss and quality. You wall get feedback on some assignments. Full credit 1= awarded
if they meet the critenz mndicatad.
Pointzs. The number of points awarded for each Wniting Aszisnment vanes from 1 (early 1n the semester) to 10 pomts (af the
semester’'s end). The more vou do, the more each 15 potentially worth. If at laast 18 (of the possible 20 aszienments recerve full credit
vou will get the full points available. That 1=, vou can submnt late. or skap entirely, o of the assizrments without penalfy.
Alizzed and late writing azzignments. These are preparation for online discussion, 30 students cannot “make-up” miszed assizmments
by doinz them after they are due. Late submizzions recerve credit only m exceptional circumstances.
Plapiarzm Uss vour owm words to answer gqueshions, not the textbook-authors” words. Using or paraphrasme other people’s words
without acknowladsement 1= plagiarizm, as 1= copving all or parts of work written by other Paye (0] students, past or present, and
submitting 1t a3 your own work.
Besidas roblbine vou of the benefit of learmng throush vour cvm writing, plaziansm 15 a senous offense azamst acaderme honesty. We
expact studants to be familiar with VAL s pohiey on Academic Intesnity. This can be foamd at
http:/ e o, edu~avmppe ppe/student acadintezmity pdf. It mcludes the followine defimbon:
All 1deas, arguments, and phrases, submutted without stmbution to other sources, must be the creative product of the student. Thus,
all text pas=ages taken from the works of other authors must  be properly cited. The same applies fo paraphrased text, opimons,
data, examples, llustrations, and all other creative work. Viclations of this standard constitute plagiarizm.
[{(hitp: orovwr v, edu ~avmppe, pee student ‘acadintesrity pdf, paze 1) Policy V. 34.3.2, Effective Date: Fure 28, 2007]
Before a student 15 zent a warming, we deduct 5 pomts each time part or all of a3 wnting assignment 1= plasianzed (thus yvou recerve -3
metead of that assiznment’'s ponts). In addihon, the assiznment 13 considered muszins. After a warning i= zent, we deduct 50 points
each time part or all of a writing azzsignment 13 plagiarized. Stodents have the nght to have the matter, mcludimg our allegation of
plazmarzm and the achion we take, mvestigated by the Canter for Student Ethics and Standards. There are also penalties for
Jabrication, collusion, and cheating, all of which are defined m the Code of Acaderme Intesnty.
Practical advice to eliminate wanrentional plagiarsm

1. Don’t share vour work in any form with another ztudent until after the deadline. You vall recerve the zame penalty
regardless of which student copred the work and wiuch allowed it fo be copiad.

2. When writng, cloze the book Rafer to 1t only to check facts. If vou have 1t open while vou are wniting, you wall find it
rmuch harder to avoid paraphrazing it foo closely and, even thoush your intent may not be to plazanze, vou may well find
vou are dolng so.

Online discussion and participation

Participation

The textbock 1= discussed on 14 class davs; see the scheduls for detals. The onlme discuszions are designed fo promote your
understandmsz of research methods and findingz, not merely to repeat information mn the book. They are based on vour readmg z= well
as some additional matenal called Lectwres. These are generally bnef Sometimes, you will be asked to respond to questions bazad on
video sagments. In general, you are expacted to make a pozting. Then, you wall be asked fo reflect on one or more of vour colleague’s
postmezs and subnut those reflachons by 8:00 pm the next day.

Poines

There are 2{) dizcuzzions that focus on 20 different chapters from the textbook, although they also integrate vour imderstanding across
chapters (mmcluding thosa that imroduce sach section). You may skap any 2 discussions and get full credit. The averaze number of
pomts 1= about 10 pomfs per discussion (fawer earh on 1 the semester). If vou participate 1n 19, or 20 discussions, vou will gat exira
credit (see the Pois breakdown, below). Partial participation leads to parhal pomts. Here are the critena to get full credit for each
discussion assiznment:

Submut the discussion and reflacthion by the deadline.

Show clear avidence of carefial thought and an understanding of the material

In addition, vour wrihng should be free from spelling errors and srammatical mistakes.

The online snvironment and this cowrse

Thera are many interesting aspects to the Internet. Buft parhicolarly wath 2 field a5 broad as peychology, locating and reviewins most of
these rescurces 1= too potentally time-consuming and open-ended to do in addibon to the course content. So the format 15 very
straightforward, with a few wmid (sometimes fimny) 11deo clips and focus opporhmities to reflect on each other’'s work. You are
welcome thoush to also commuomicate with each other for support and collesality.

Thera vall mot be a lot of assignments sending you out to search for thinss on the web, to construct mulhmedia presentahons, or to
enzage m mult-post discuszions where vou go back and forth on the same topic. The goal 15 to make the courze manageable,
predictable, and a real learming expenence that would prepare vou for further study m the field.

Announcements ars made within Blackboard. You are expected to check vour UVAL e-manl account. That 1= the only way mstructors
can send confidential meszages (for example, feedback on particular assisnments).



Software requirements and plug-ins
‘eb Browzer. ] use Firefox, but any of the major browsers should work (Internet Explorer, S8afan, and so on).

Plug-inz: You wall nead to be able to view video segments on YouTube and other sites that use simular plug-mns (Flazh
plaver). There are a couple of optonal audio and wideo clips that can only be viewed and heard wath RealPlayer.

Adobe Acrobat or Acrobat Feader, for .pdf-format files (such as this svllabus).

Examinations

Thera are four. The first three contain about S0 multiple-choice questions based on all the matenal covverad since the prevaous exam
mcloding all azsigned readingz and online dizeuzzion. Check the schedule carefully, though, as the chapter immediatelr before sach
of the first 3 exams will not be covered until the next one. This 1= mtendad fo zive you a longer penod to study and prepare.

The final exam con=ists of about 150 multiple cholce questions basad on ALL the matenal covered during the semester. It 15 draded
mfo 4 sactions. Three of the sections cover maftenal from the first three exames, and the other 13 on the last couple of chapters. All
exams mchude questions designed to test understanding of concepts and principles m addihon to questions on information 1 the
textbook and on matenal covered m class.

Exam-adminisiranon details

Nortes. The exams are onlime and timed. You may refer to vour notes and the textbook. Each item 15 presented m sequence. You must
answer each rtem before going to the next, and vou cannot retumn to pnior questions to change vour responss. Also, vou have only one
chance fo take each exam (you camnot start, stop, and begin azam). You are expected to arranee for rehiable mfernet connectvty,
Scheduling Exams are offered only at the times mdicated on the schedule. If vou miss an exam, vour score on the final exam
(percentase correct) wall be used to replace the score on the missed exam(s). The final exam can replace one, two, or all three mzsed
exams. Y ou are advised not to skip any of the exams unless prevented from taking them by events outeide vour control. Thers is no
make-up or alternarive time for the final sxam.

Grading. Each exam 1= analyzed. Itame that are statizheally unrehiable predictors of overall parformance are dropped from the tast
Your exam grade 15 the percentase correct of the remamme 1tems. Also, if vour performance on the first three sactions of the final 1=
batter than the related axam, then the percentage from the final wall replace 1t. Defails wall be provided as the final exam gets closer.
Ohnline pracoce quizzes. There will be 6 qmzzes that focus on matenal from each zachion’s miroductory chapter. These wall be posted
and vou can take them to prepare for the exam, but there are no points associatad with them. They wall be announced m the daily
schadules.

Points, bonus points, and grades

Element and details Points* Bonus Points
Wnting assigmments 1 — 10 pomts per satisfactory assignment. 100 20
Class I p;mlpa.t-:nnm See the section, Clas: paticipation, above. 204 30
R Exams 1-3: 40 pomts each = 120

Examinations Final exam: 80 points 204 0
TOTAL S00 =0
Other bonuz-point opportunities (az announced) (az announced)
Penalties Deductions up to 330

A:=90% 450467=A- 463-4E1=A > 452=A+

. ) | B:=B0% 400417=B- 4134318  433449-B+
Leiter grades are assigned based om tolal ponts. (. _g90;  350367=C-  368-382=C  383-399=C+

i e st e pgpca Ds=60% 300317=D- 318332=D  333-39=D+
F==60% (=300 points)
*Tuote 2t the total menber of paints Iof each azsErment may not 20d up io the same mimber allottee Tor sach of theze categpnies. 17 not, then the total perceniape 15
convertad imto the requisite mimber of podnts




