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Thiz seminar presents a mulh-disciplinary perspective on the modem transformation of the
countryzide of the world. The nise of a capitalist mode of production as the engine of a world
economy, the emergence of a contentious international polity of nationstates, and the propagation
of Iatl-:rnallzzl.ng rehgmns and standardizing education are three distinct vet intersecting processes in
the modemn transformation of the world smce the 1300s. These processes have not been mevitable,
or ureversible, or complete. However, they have been compelling, in so far as they have come to
frame both our acceptance of and resistance to the modern order in which we find ourselves.

"Peasant studies” 1z a rubnc for the looselybounded, mterdizciplinary exploration of the
mrtial modermzation of the European countryside and the subszequent engagement and ongoing
mcorporation of the countryzide of Asia, Afnca and the Amencas mto thiz modemn order. At its
most precocious, it tries to comprehend the intruzmve thrusts of nahonstate  formation, capitalist
production, and the rationalization of belief into the most distant agranan regions of the world. At its
most instructive, it insists that people evervwhere have confronted those forces with their particular
histories and n:llsl:ln{:me local -.:nnﬁmJIatl-:rns of environment, society, and culture. Everywhere, the
encounters of old and new ways of viewing the world and organizing activities have been fitful and
fnghtful, always metamn-rphlc but never uniform ~".J:u.ma1:|.uE: peaszant studiez has been the concem

to demonstrate the varied ways in which peasants have shared in the making of the medem world
that has in tun transformed their lives.

We intend thiz to be an miroductory semimar. That 13, we assume vou may be 1znorant of
much of the basic literature. We also assume that you work hard and learn fast Although the Varying
backgrounds of students and faculty require us to be somewhat eclectic, we hope that the seminar
will prove foundational in an mter-ﬂlsmplmm sense for subsequent work on agrarian issues in amy

dizcipline. We encourage vou, in your writing and discussion, to make vigorous efforts to be
understood across disciplinary boundaries.

Semunar meetings combme lectures and dizcussions. We expect regular attendance; please
notify us in advance if you are unable to come to a session. We regard participation 1n discussions to
be a gauge of students -:nmpleuw and comprehenzicn of the asmgued readings. We will evaluate
vour performance i the seminar on the basiz of this parhicipation and on the quality and timeliness
of the writing assignments.

Beginning m the third week, dezignated students wall be asked to take formal responsibality
for organizing the discussion of the readings. Such responsibility will be shared as equitably as
possible. As far az writing assignments are . concerned, there are two. First, students are required to
submuit short (3 page) eszavz on THREE weekly themesareadme:s of their choice. They may want to
link these esszays to themes for which they have some IEE.P{rﬂEIh]lI‘L"i. in organizing the discussion. A
second paper 15 due at the end of the course. This may be either a research paper on a topic related to
the course concerns or a theoretical discussion or synthesis of some of the analvtical readings we
have coversd. In either case, it should be nezotiated with one of the instructors.

All azzigned readings for the seminar are on reserve at the Social Science or Crosz Campus
Libraries. Copies of all aszigned books are available for purchase at Labyrinth In addition, we have
placed a collechion of all azsipned articles on file at the office of the Propram on Agranan Studies
Office (room C220 at 89 Trumbull Street). Students may choose to have a copy of this file made for
their purchasze and use.



COURSE SYLLARLS

September 11 Week 1 Scott
Introduction

No Reading

September 13 Week 2 Dove, Scott

Agrarian Ethnography Swidden Agriculture and the Politics of Representation
Feadings:

Harold C. Conklin [1957] 1975. Hammioo Agriculture: A Report on an Integral Svstem of

Shifting Cultivation in the Philippines. Orig. published by the Food and Apriculiure

Orgamization, Rome. Reprint, Northford, CT: Elliot's Books. (Labyrinth)

I. Friedman_ 1973. Tribes, States, and Transformations in Maryisit Analyses and Social
Amthropology, edited by M. Bloch, pp, 161-202. London: Malaby. Reading Packet

September 25 Week 3 Stoll, Scott

Property

Feadings:

John Locke. 1999 Introduction by C.B. Macpherson, in Second Treatize on Goverrnmeri.
Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing. (Labyrinth)

Carolyn Merchant. 1989, Ecological Revolution. Chapel Hill: Umiversity of North Carolina
Press, 1989, (Labyrinth)

October 2 Week 4 Scott

Rebellion
Feadings:

EJ Hobsbawm. 1978. Primitive Rebels. Manchester: University of Manchester Press.



