Hisztory 407/507 Crime and Punishment in Eighteenth-Century England
Fall 2011
Prof. Randall McGowen Office: 365 McEenzie Weds. 1:30-3

Few areas of sccial history have attracted a3 much interest, in recent years,
a3 the study of crime and punishment. No doubt this interest i1s explained in
part by the richnessa of the records that survive. There are few other sources
that provide u3s with such a detailed lock at the lives of the poorest in
gociety. But the study of juatice has much more to reveal about past
gocieties. It tells us, for instance, about the capacity of the state to
impose order upcn ita various ranks. The government also employed the law to
gain legitimacy in the eyes of its subjects. Of course these claims were not
alway3 successful. Legal recocrds enable us to trace out the conflicta that
marked social relaticns. They alsc permit us to examine in detalil how
different clas3ses used the law to 3ecure their own ends. It is these wvaried
faces of justice - of conflict and negotiaticn, of repressicon and cooperation -
that make the study of the law 3o interesting to historians.

In our c¢laas diacussions and common readings we will examine the general themes
and broad thecoretical dqueations that have shaped recent schcolarship on crime
and punishment in e=sarly mocdern England. But the main focus of the term is to
provide students with an experience of "“deoing™ history. Each member cof the
geminar will select a paper topic from the list provided below or in
consultation with the professcr. 5/he will write an 18-20 page paper based in
part cn an exXaminaticn of original sources. The University of Oregon library
contains a wide wariety of such materials - Parliamentary debates, eighteenth-
century periodicals, diaries, microfilm of provincial newspapers and the London
Times, 43 well az a complete get of the 0ld Bailey Ses3aions Papers

(0OB3P) (reports of criminal trials in London). These criminal report3 are now
cnline at www.oldbaileyonline.org. 0One additional source of great value i3 the
Eighteenth-Century Ccllection On-line (ECCQ), an extensive archive of pamphlets
and books from the pericd. The Law Library also posseases volumes that may be
cf use to you. Your paper must involwve a significant amount of research in
these sources. Because you only have ten weeks in which to produce a paper, I

will be monitoring your progress carefully. You should plan on choosing a
topic for your paper by Apr. 15, and you should hand in an cutline of your
eg=zay by Apr. 29 (Z pages and a bibkliography). At vour meeting with me on May

g, I will expect to 3ee socme of the notes you have collected for your project.
During the week of May 27 I will meet with each of you individually to diacuss
a preliminary draft of yvour paper. Once during the term each student will be
asked to present a summary of his/her progreas and to discuss any problems s/he
13 encountering. We will devote the last class of the term to a discussicn of
the major issues ralised during the term, and each student will be expected to
come prepared to participate in the discussicn with examples drawn from his or
her own project. At all times students are expected tc join in class
dizcugsions. More than cne absence from seminar will result in the loss of a
full letter grade.

Graduate students will have additicnal meetings with the professcr and an
expanded list of required readings.

Fequired Readings:

Douglas Hay & Nicholas Rogers, Eighteenth-Century English Scociety
Daniel Defoe, Mcll Flanders
Clive Emsley, Crime and Society in England, 1750-1500

geveral works dealing with crime and law in eighteenth-century England are on
rezerve in the library. The most important of these 13 John Beattie's, Crime
and the Courts in England, 1660-1800.



Sept. 28 Introducticn

Oct. 13 The cperation of the law in its historical setting.
0ld Bailey assignment (January 19, 1739);
flay & Rogers (entire book)

Oct. 12 Crime and literary imagination. Defoe (entire book)
Oct. 19 How to study crime in historical perspective.
Fm=sley, chapters 1-35
JEP' 3 notebooks — William Hunt,Edmund Tew (on reserve)
Oct. 26 The problem of police and punishment.

Em=sley, chapters e6-11
Nowv. 2 Student meeting3 with profesacr.

Nov. 9 Criminal justice and eighteenth-century socliety.
Eszays on reserve: . Hay, "Property, Law and
Autherity,”™ in Albicn's Fatal Tree; and J. Langbein,
“Albion's Fatal Flaws.”™

Nov. 16 Student meeting3 with profesacr.
Nowv. 23 No Class
Nov. 30 Student reports

All papers are due by noon, Dec. 7
Possible paper topica:

A study of a specific crime (arson, forgery, horse theft, cocining, etc.)
The analyais of crimes committed by or punishmenta imposed upon each sex
Debates about punishment in eighteenth-century England

The nature of pclicing in early modern 3socliety

A compariascn of crime patterns in wartime wversus times of peace

The analyais of gooda stoclen

A study of crime repcrting in eighteenth-century newspapers

The nature and freguency of violent offenses in specific periods

The character cof juvenile criminality in London

A compariscn of literary treatments of crime with the evidence of the
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A study of one sensational criminal epiaode

Bemember that these topica often have different chronological frames of
reference. In 3ome case3 you will only examine a few years with great care.
In other instances you will take the entire century as your unit of analyais.



