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Exam 1

The criminal justice system has many different interpretations. For example, Guenther
(1978) thought that it was “unfair, harsh, and biased.” How one views the criminal justice system
depends on what one has expenenced. Economic class, political background, and neighborhood
or commumnity may all influence one’s perception. Drawing on Guenther’s statement, [ will
examine percepiions and stereotypes, poliicization of crime, and the relationship between social,
economic, and political isolation. Unfortunately, many of the perceptions and problems that
mnfluenced Guenther’s statement still exist today

Guenther’s statement 1s largely influenced by the time in which he lived. In “The Truly
Disadvantaged,” William Julins Wilson helps us better understand the sociopolitical climate of
the 1970s: “Despite a high rate of poverty in ghetto neighborhoods throughout the first half of
the twenteth century, rates of inner-city joblessness, teenage pregnancies, out-of-wedlock births,
female-headed families, welfare dependency, and serious crime were significantly lower than in
later years and did not reach catastrophic proportions until the mid-1970s."* Wilson’s stark
description opens a window to lower class neighborhoods, explaining how conditions became
worse than they ever had been during the mid-1970s.

Perceptions and stereotypes are based on individual experiences. This does not
necessa.nl'_r,r mean that tth.r are frue, but 1t certainly dnEf. not make thElIn uTElE'l.rant

DI'H.?'J.]EEE to see what life mth an Edu::amn 15 like, mclude stable Emnluﬁ.?ment 1'1115. creates
stereotypes. Many people think that they have to live the same way that their parents lived. All of
these individual perceptions and experiences influence how people experience the criminal
Justice system.

“Politics has no place whatsoever In the cnminal-justice system. We are a couniry based
on the rile of lawv and the principle of equal protection for all citzens, regardless of who they are
or what they believe.™ This principle deeply resonates with me and it almost seems true. That is
not the case, however, when it come to politics and cnime. Take, for example, civil nghts. During
the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, Dr. Martin Luther King gave a speech that made a huge
impact on people's lives. Segregation should have come to an end shorily thereafier.

Unfortunately, segregation 1s still happeming today, it just looks different. We now have
movements such as Black Lives Matter and Blue Lives Matter and polifics heavily influence
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both. At the end of the day, it should be about the lawy, If someone does something wrong, they

should be convicted for their wrongdoing, If an officer shoots and it can’t be justified, that officer

Lastly, the relationship betiveen social, economic, and political 1solation i1s clearly evident
in the harshness and bias of the Criminal Justice System. In “The Truly Disadvantaged,” William
Julins Wilson illustrates social and economic 1solation. Wilson begins with the Crvil Raghts
Movement, emphasizing economac 1solation. For example, if they lived in a “ghetto™
neighborhood they were treated differently.

In his article,“Being Poor Black and Amernican,” Wilson lughlights Hurmcane Katrina,
explaimng its devastation not only as a natural disaster, but also as economic 1solation. “When
television cameras focused on the flooding, the people trapped in houses and apartments, and the
vast devastation, many H.merlcanﬁ WETE :=.11|:|-|:ked to see the Equﬂ]ld ]_wmg cnndmn:l-ns of the
poor.”* This w: - s Kz . - . E
Lowisiana neighborhoods, f-:m:me: the rest nf the n::u:ulJIllI'l.F tu:u pay attenn-:m_ I.ru:umca].l‘l.r 1f thE media
would have championed the disadvantaged neighborhoods of Lounisiana before Kafmna, no one
would have cared. “Few people would have reflected on how the larger forces in society—
mncluding segregation, discrimination, a lack of economic opporiumity, and falling public schools
—adwversely affect the inner-city poor.™ Katrina exposed racial and economic 1solation to a wide

audience.

Many of the problems of the 19705 that caused Guenther to say that the Criminal Justice
System was “unfair, harsh, and biased”™ stll exist today. Prejudices, polibicization, and social and
economic isolation all exercise undue influence on the criminal justice system. When 1t comes to
criminal justice, the law must supersede each of these. We stll have a lot of work to do to make
that happen.
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