Petronius: Cena Trimalchionis (Satyricon Chpts. 2-3)

“The Cena 13 one incident from a long novel called The Safyricon of which only
frapments survive. The plot of thiz immense work centers around the adventures of the
narrator, Encolpms . .. He 1z a drfter who wanders from place fo place with no wisible
means of support, contmually myvelved in disreputable escapades, an anti-hero who
evokes no admiration but a certamn sympathy. Finally ending up at Puteoh, a popular and
fazhionable seazide resort and a leading commercial center m Italy, En-:::rlplu.s meets
Ascyltos, a philosophy student, with whom he shares lodzings. His professor,
_&Eamam.unn, overhears Ascyltos rantmg about the madequacies of modem education and

mapressed, procures for Enmlplus and Ascyltos the mvitation to dinner with the
millicnaire Trimalchio.™ (AM.G. Balme)

The Satyricon 1s zatire, but not treated in the same way that Horace and Juvenal handled

the genre. There 1z no indignation or verbal whipping in Petronius; he laughs but does not

moralize. As a result, the reader is likely to find Trimalchio not disgusting but simply laughable.

The avthor of The Satyricon 1s almost certainly the same Gaivs Petrotins who was

prominent at the court of Nero (34-68 CE). The histonian Tacitus reports that he was the Arbater
of Elegance among Nero's intimate friends. However, he was accused of complicity mn a plot

against the emperor and forced to commit smeide 1n 66 CE.

In the following excerpt Ascyltos and Encolpius describe Trimalchio’s dining room and

the grand entrance of their host.

Chapter 2

Asellus Cornnthius in mensi positus erat cum bisaccio, qui habebat olivas
A little Corinthian donkey had been placed on the table with a double basket, which held white

in alterd parte albas, 1n alterd nigras. Tegebant asellum lances duae,

olives on one side and black on the other. Two platters were covering the little donkey's back,

in quibus nomen Trimalchionis mscriptum erat et argenti pondus. In his

upon which had been mnzcribed the name of Trimalchio and the weight of the z1lver. On these

{platters)

erant glires melle et papavere sparsi et tomacula et Svriaca pruna.
were dormice sprinkled with honey and poppy seeds and little sansages and Syrian plums.

[continued on the next page]



Chapter 3

In his eramus lautitis, cum ipse Trimalchio ad symphoniam allatus est. Cum
We were in (the midst of) these extravagances, when Trimalchio himself was brought in, to the
sound of a band. After

lecto accubuisset, pinnd argented dentes perfodiens. “Amict inguit,
he had reclined upon (his) couch, picking his teeth with a silver feather, “Friends.” he said,

“nondum volui in trichinium venire, sed, ne diutius vos morarer, omnem
“not vet did I wizsh to come mto the dimng room, but, lest I should delay vou longer, I denied

voluptatem mihi negavi; permittite tamen mihi ut lusum fintam.” Sequebatur
myzelf every pleasure; nevertheless, allow me to finish (my) game.”™ A slave followed

puer tabulam terebinthiam portans et crystallinas tesseras; et pro calculis 5
carrying a terebinth board and crystal dice; and instead of white and black

albis et nigris aureos argenteosque habebat denarios. Potantibus ergo nobis
pebbles, he has pold and silver coins. Then while we were drninking and

et lautitias murantibus, larvam argenteam attulit servus, cuius articuli in
gawking at the lavishness. a slave brought in a silver skeleton, whose joints were being bent

omnem partem flectebantur. Cum hanc super mensam semel atque iterum
in every direction. After he had suspended it above the table time and again

obiecisset, ut aliquot figuras exprimeret, Trimalchio exclamavit: “Eheu, nos
z0 that it strock some poses, Trimalchio exclaimed: “Alas! We poor (creatures),

miseros, quam totus homuncio nil est. Sic erimus cuncti, postquatm nos 10
how whol{ly) nothing 13 contemptible mankind. We will all be like this, after death carnes

auferet Orcus. Ergo, vivamus, dum licet esse bene ™
us off. Therefore, let us live, while it 1z permitted to be well ™
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- Make positus future.

. What caze 15 nigras and why?

. What caze 15 pondus and why?
. What caze 15 papavere and why?
. Change eramus to perfect subjunctive singular.
- What mood 13 accubuisset and why?
- Make perfodiens perfect (passive).

. What casze 15 Amiei and why?

Petronius: Cena Trimaichionis — Worksheet
a The questions below pertain to the forms underlined in the passage
b. When vou're asked fo change a word from one form to another, change only that form of the

word. For mstance, if vou're asked to change Aaber to the passive voice, make Aaber passive but
leave it n the 3% person smgular, present indicative.

. Make lances duae accusative.

. What case i3 triclinivm and why?

. What moed 13 venire and why?

. What degree of what form 1z dintins?

. What mood 1z morarer and why?

. What tenze iz morarer and why?

. Change negavi to a pazsive infimtive. (masc. nom. sing )

. Male permittite singular.
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