ENGL304 Writing For Electronic Environments

Instructar: Dir. Brian Gastle Office: Coulter 417

Office Phone x3028 email: brastle@won ada

Office Hours: M 2-3: W 10:00-11:00 Course Home Page: hitp://paws weu.edubzastle 420
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Thus class wll focus primanly on developing, evaluating, and editing web content. It 1z a writing class, not a computer
clazs. While all clazzes will be held i an electromic clazssroom, and a vanety of programming skills and software

applications wall be taught (incleding basic HTML, a couple of web cu:umpnﬂtmn tools such as Netscape Composer and

Dreamweaver, and image manipulation software such as Photoshop), the main goal of the class will be to create
profeszional and well written content (to go aleng with the more common "bells and whistles" of the web) and to present

that content vi1a a thoughtful, mtellizent, and aesthetically pleasing layout.
REEQUIRED TEXTS
e NMNiederst, Jenmifer. Learming Web Desion (Rental)

» Course Web Site: http-/'paws. wew edu/beastle/’504
=  Supplemental Web Site: hitp:/www webwritingthatwoerks com/

ASSIGNMENT DISTRIBUTION
Indradual (70%): Coding Exam 13% Wnting / Revizsion Hourly Exam 15%
Personal Site 10%% Quizzes / Assignments 3%
Final Exam 15% Attendance / Participation 10%%
Group (30%): Client Site 15% Uszability Test Report 13%

Attendance [ Participation
For each recorded absence vour Attendance prade will drop 10 points. I do not distinguish between excused and
unexcused absences; either way, you have miszed required class matenal Lateness 1z distuptive; repeated
tardiness may be considered as an absence. Like jobs m the “real world,” regular attendance 15 mandatory for
you to benefit from this course and for others to benefit from vour knowledge and participation. I reserve the
right to increase this grade for exemplary participation and/or group leadership.

Quizzes / Aszignments
Some, but not all, quzzes and azzignments are plarm&d (zee schedule); others wall be “pop™ quizzes or

aszignments. (enerally, qmzzes will be given in the first five minutes of class. I can not use precious class time
extending this quiz time for tardy students (i.e. If you arrive three minutes late, vou’ll have two minutes to
complete the quiz). No make—up quizzes will be grven

Group Work
Evervone in a group will recerve the same grade for the group project. Yes, I kmow that some group members
will probably work harder/better than others, but “on the job™ a client will evaluate you primanly on the product

you ]:uruduc:e not how hard vou or others worked on it. Noticeable group leadershlp will be reflected m your
Attendance / Participation grade,

CRITERIA FOR GERADING

—
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First of all, sites are no good if they aren’t published or don™t work. So the first ertenia I'll use will be uzability.
You should learn the bazics of publishing web pages to the server, managing your =ite, and testing vour pages
and links.

Good writing reflects well on vou and yvour chent. Your wnting should be grammatically consistent. clean,
concize, and accurate. It should be easy to read.

People read cnline material differently than they read printed matenal. You should pay close attention to
consistent design, page size, atiractive graphics, quickness of loading, and ease of navigation.

4. Omly after you meet the above three cnitena will I consider the “extrar™ forms, frames, multimedia use, or fancy
hitm] work. I value this kind of work, but I onlv give eredit for it if vou've leamed the basics.
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ACADEMIC INTEGRETY
All work submitted must be vour own. Please review WCU policy regarding Plamansm and the Academic Honesty
Pohey m the student handbook.
If I find a student cheating, fabricating, or plagiarizing another’s work from any source (print, media, internet,
etc.), that student will receive an "F" for the class, the transgreszion will be recorded in his or her WCTU record,
and I will, to the wtmost of my ability, urge the administration to expel that student from WCT.

USE OF THE COMPUTER AND INTERNET
In this class, some communication will be done on e-mail, and papers may be turned in electromcally. If vou do not kmow
how to use vour e-mail account or if vou have forgotten vour password, vou must see the computer center immediately.
You are responsible for keeping up to date on last-minutes changes in assignments (posted on e-mail), communicating
with vour group and the clazs on e-mail and learmmg how to post letters and presentations to the net.

In-Class, vou should be paying attention to lecture, class discussion, examples, and/or assignments. Anyone found
“surfing” or checking emml during class work or lecture will be asked to leave and will be assigned an absence for

the day.
SCHEDULE
{(subject to change)
Day | Date | Topic Notes
1 M 1/9 | Introduction to the course
(W | U1l | Pages vs. Sites: The Structure | LWD 1.3
F 1/13 | Basic Coding and Page Creation LWD 3-6 (Quz)
End of Drop / Add
Learning Code
2 M 1/16 | Martin Luther King | NO CLASSES
W | V1S | Formatting Text and Links LWD 7 & 12 (Quz)
F 1/20 | Links and Graplucs | LWD 8 & 9 (Quz)
3 M 1/23 | Links and Graplucs | LWD € & 9 (Quiz)
W | 1725 | Tables— A Designer’s Best Fnend | LWD 10 (Quiz)
F | 127 | InClass Coding Assignment
4 M 1/30 | Rewview of Take-Home Coding Due: Coding Assignment
Aszignment
W 21 | Coding Exam First Hourly Exam: Coding Exam
F 23 | Web Wniting and Your Career wovw. webwrriingthatworks com/CresourcesS0OYOUQ1 him
Web Ehetoric |
5 M 26 | Web Dezign Software 5th week progress grades due
W 28 | Practice Web Design Software LWD 18
F 2/10 | Inotro to Web Wnting wiww. webantingthatworks . comBGuide him
& M | 213 | Brewity & Concizenezs m Web | wwwwebwtitingthatworks com/CGuidel Tnm him
_ | Wnting | LAST DAY TO DROP A GRAD CLASS WITHA W
W | 215 [ In-Class Review of Revizion Due: Fevizsion Assignment
F | 217 | Ident fvmg & Using Appropriate | ww.web wrtingthatworks com/'CGwdelScan him
Sections
7 M | 220 | Wnting and Revising Linked Text = www. webwntingthatworks com/CGude3L mks him
W 222 |Chmwking 0000 | www.webwritingthatworks com/CGuidedChunky him
F 2/24 | Rewview of Take-Home Due: Take-Home Wnting Revizion Aszignment
Wnting Rewizion Aszsignment LWD 19
Miscellaneous Formatting and
Lavout Izsues




Professional Personal Sites

8 M | 2727 Second Hourly Exam: Writing and Revision
W 31 | Discussion of Personal Site (3/3) LAST DAY TO DROP WITH A W
F 3/3 | In-Class Work on Perzonal Site
9 M 3/6 | SPRING HOLIDAY NO CLASS
W 3/8 | SPRING HOLIDAY NO CLASS
F 3/10 | SPRING HOLIDAY NO CLASS
10 | M | 3/13 | In-Class Work - Personal Site
W | 315 | In-Class Work - Personal Site
F 3/17 | In-Class Work - Personal Site
Client Sites
11 | M | 3/20 | Introto Chent Sites Due: Personal Sites
W | 322 | Web Wniing and Chent Marketing | hitp//wow webwniingthatworks comHT genlepersuade pdf pdf
F 324
12 | M | 3727 | In-Class Chient Site Work Spring Lit Festival
W | 3729 | In-Class Chent Site Work Spring Lit Festrval
F 3/31 | In-Class Chient Site Work
13 | M 43 | Presentahon of Client Sites Due: Client Sites
W 4/5 | Presentaticn of Chent Sites Due: Client Sites
F 477 | What 15 a Usahlity Test Online Examples
U=zability Tests
14 | M | 410 | Methodology of UT's Online Examples
W | 412 | Developing and Admmmstenng Onlme Examples
UT's
F 4/14 | EASTER HOLIDAY NO CLASS
15 | M | 417 | In-Class Usability Test Work
W | 419 | In-Class Usability Test Work
F 421 | In-Class Usability Test Work
16 | M | 4/24 | Presentation of Usability Tests Due: Usability Test Reports
W | 426 | Presentahon of Usability Tests Due: Usability Test Reports
F 4/28 | Review and Exam Prep
W 33 3:00-3:30 Final Exam




